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PTHl S is a very new and a moſt extraordinary caſe. 
I have taken all the time that could be allowed me 
to think of it. My opinion upon the merits of this 
_ caſe, as they appear in the bill and anſwer, is that the 
title ſet up by the Plaintiff is fuch as neither the Court 
of Chancery, if it had juriſdiction, nor any other Court 
of civil judicature, upon the face of the earth can ad- 
mit of. The conſtitution of the Mogul Empire muſt 
decide upon the Plaintiff's claim, as ſtated by the bill, 
wherever it can be diſputed ; and that conſtitution al- 
lows not of alienation of the imperial rents by à Su- 
bah for any purpoſe whatſoever. As the cauſe now 
ſtands, . I apprehend that the bill muſt be difmiſſed for 
want of a title in the Plantiff, and for want of juriſ- 
dition ia ES un od id ein 
I am inclined to think that the Plaintiff's true title 
is the Sword; but this he could not reſt upon, becauſe 
the benefit of it in that caſe, muſt go, according to the 
law of nations, to thoſe whoſe ſword it was. 
If, according to the conſtitution and municipal laws 
of the Mogul Empire, a Subah's grant was validagainſt _ 
both him and the Mogul, it would, remain a queſtion 


between the Plaintiff and the Company, who ſhould 
5 2 2 bave 
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have the benefit of it; and I am of opinion that the 
Court of Chancery would not hefitate to pronounce, 
that a ſervant, having the care of the Company's affairs 
in Bengal, and armed with their power, acquiring by 
means of that power the grant of a lordſhip of lands 
held by the Company, and of a large revenue iſſuing 
out of theſe lands; acquired it for the Company, and 
not for himſelf. The Company were in a ſtate of Vaſ- 
ſallage to the Mogul, in reſpect of the territory which 
the Plaintiff had procured for them, and which it may 
be remarked. the Subah has power to grant, though he 
has no power to grant the imperial rents. If it was 
practicable to relieve them from it, it was the Plain- 
tiff's duty to procure them that relief. If the grant 
is conſidered as a truſt for the Company, they are re- 
lieved ; jf not, they only change their maſter and be- 
come vaſſals to their own ſervant. The court of 
Chancery would not endure that a ſervant ſhould thus 
take care of himſelf at the expence of the Company. 
The pretended attornment ſet up by the bill, makes 
againſt the Plaintiff; he was himſelf Preſident when 
the rents were apportioned and the payments regulated. 
The payments made to his Agents after he left India, 
will weigh very little in ſuch a caſe. The time the 
Company took to deliberate upon this great queſtion, 
the diſtance and difficulty of communication conſider- 
ed, was not unreaſonable; and the not ſtopping the 
payments till they had well conſidered the matter, cer- 
© tainly does not make againſt the Company. Ws 
It does not»appear- by the anſwer ; but I take it to 
be clear, that the Company's charter excludes all per- 
ſons from acquiring property, &c. in India without 


their. conſent : this will have great weight in the argu- 


— » 


ment, and ſhould be made a part of the caſe, 
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HIS caſe is very uncommon, and is attended with 
ſome difficulties. But, ſuppoſing the facts con- 
tained in the defendant's anſwer, can be proved, and 
particularly the account given therein of the nature 
and tenure of the lands granted to the Company, the 
depoſing of the Nabob Meer Jafher and the ſucceſſion 
of a new Nabob, I am opinion that the grant to Lord 
Clive, ſuppoſing it to have been originally good and 
legal, and regularly made, is now become invalid; and 
that either the Great Mogul or the ſucceeding Nabob 
became intitled to the rents now claimed by Lord 
Clive from the Eaſt India Company, and that therefore 
his Lordſhip has no right to theſe rents. 

I am alſo of opinion that the court of Chancery 
here, has no power to determine this queſtion concern- 
ing Lord Clive's demands, as the ſame is not of a per- 
ſonal nature, but one for rents ariſing out of lands in 
India (the royalty of which is h 
have been granted by the late 


the bill, charged to 
abob to the plaintiff, 
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Lord Clive, during his life) and therefore ought to fall 
under the juriſdiction of the courts of the Great Mogul 
of whom the lands are held. TH. 
And therefore I think that it is by no means ſafe or 
_ prudent for the Eaſt India Company to pay any more 
money in conſequence of the grant to Lord Clive, till 
the hearing of this cauſe 5 which cannot be till it is re- 
gularly ſet down after the return of one or more com- 
miſſions for examining witneſſes in India, touching the 
___ contained in 10 3 2 ; and par- 
ticularly as to the validity and effect of the grant to 


I am alſo of opinion that if the court of Chancery 
ſhould make any decree. in Lord Clive's favoux, with 
reſpett to the rents reſerved, yet confidering the uncer- 
tain and precarious title which his Lordſhip may have 
to thoſe lands or rents, he ought to be directed to give 

ood ſecurity for ſuch rents as have been paid by the 
- Company to his uſe, or as ſhall be paid for the future, 
under ſuch decree, during the time the Company are 

in the peaceable poſſeſſion of ſuch lands. 8 
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12 of opinion, that the locality of the ſubje& in 
& diſpute, which is territorial dominion; and magi- 
ſtratical rank in the Empire of Hindoſtan, is a direct 
and everlaſting bar to the juriſdiction of the Engliſu 
Chancery; not meerly becauſe the ſubject lies out of 
the reach of their proceſs, but becauſe it lies within 
the full and abſolute juriſdiction of another imperial 
cn. - 1 b 17 3 

That meer and ſingle circumſtance, © That the 
land lies out of proceſs,” raiſes in my mind no fort 
of objection to the proceeding of the court, be- 
cauſe while the defendant refides within the realm 
of England, and ſo within reach of its proceſs, 
he may be compelled by that court to diſcharge his 
conſcience, in reſpe& to every kind of contract in 
which he has bound it. The only ſerious difficulty 
which I have ſeen oppoſed to this extenſive claim 
of juriſdiction, has been ſuch as ſprung from the 
nature of the ſubject in queſtion, and from a ſug- 
geſtion, that it was bound by different laws and 
rules of juſtice from thoſe practiſed in England, 
and which the Chancellor could neither take notice 
of here, nor controul there, To avoid this objec- 
tion, in the caſe of Ireland, the court argued 
that it was a conquered country, a member of, and 
ſubje&' to the government of England; that ap- 
peals lay from thence hither, and ſo notice might 


be taken here of their laws. Nay, in other con- 
a 4 quered 


* 
a” 5 


my 


1 | 2 (BZ "0.5 Low 
quered provinces, and even in realms. deſcended to 
His Majeſty by relation of blood, it may with 
fome tolerable countenance be inſiſted, that the 
keeper of the royal conſcience may find real rights, 
though not by direct proceſs, yet by compulſion, 
upon the perſons, of his ſubjects found within this 
realm of England, © Ma 3 
Beyond this perhaps it is eaſy to put caſes of perſo- 
nal contracts, in which the court would receive evi- 
dence of the laws and cuſtoms of a country, quite 
foreign and independant, in order to explain the 
terms and force of ſuch a contract; becauſe ſuch con- 
tracts are in a peculiar and very proper ſenſe ſaid to 
follow on the perſon, and the execution of them muſt 
move and be obtained from the perſon-. 
But if the contract were concerning a real ſubject, 
always extant in a foreign independant country, al- 
ways in the actual diſpoſition of their juſtice, I ſhould 
think the Engliſh court of Chancery ought not to in- 
terpoſe in it. Firft, in reſpe& of the relative inabi- 
lity and incompetence of the court, it is extremely 
difficult for the greateſt ſcholar, merely by reading, 
to have that expertneſs in the laws of a foreign coun- 
try, which every citizen hath in his own. The 
greatneſs of this difficulty is exceedingly manifeſt in 
the works of the moſt eminent ſcholars in other une 
of Europe, who have taken occaſion to treat of our 
laws and cuſtoms ; and yet they are written and ſtand 
much commented upon in books. Here the Chan- 
cellor is ſuppoſed able to make himſelf a compleat 
judge of an unwritten law, merely by hearing evi- 
dence concerning it in the courſe of one cauſe. Se- 
condly, in reſpe& of the abſolute inability, and direct 
- Tncompetence of the court, the ſubject itſelf remaining 
in the diſpoſition of a tribunal, over which he has no 
ſort of controul, may be diſpoſed one way there, 
while he is compelling the party to diſpoſe it another 
way here, and all the inconvenience would reſult of 
_ claſhing juriſdictions. | 8 Th 
Now ſuppoſing that according to the conſtitution 
ſuggeſted for Hindoſtan by Lord Clive, contrary to 
every hiſtory, the Nabob of each province had in 
him, imperial and ſovereign power, and — 
| | eſta- 
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eſtabliſhment therein, notwithſtanding the Emperor's 


treaſury, courts of, juſtice, Duannee judges, and 
other miniſters have their officers there; and ſuppo- 
fing the zemindars poſſeſſed their lands by rules of a 
known law, and in perfect ſecurity, notwithſtanding 


the Nabobs and Omrahs have power, as the bill in- 


ſiſts, of taxing their zemindars as they pleaſe; and 
ſuppoſing the ſeveral inſtruments, and the whole de- 


duction of the plaintiff's title to be made out in a 


more unexceptionable manner than it is alledged; I 


am ſtill (with great reſervation of deference to better 


judgments) of opinion, that the court of Chancery 
here cannot ſtrip a rent of that relation which in 
point of title it bears to the land, ſo far as to decree 
upon it, any more than an action could be maintained 
here for the uſe and occupation of lands in France. 
I think it would be unequal, if the plaintiff were 
put to ſue in the Mayor's court of Calcutta, and 
the court itfelf ſeems to be as incompetent as any 
court here; and for the ſame reaſons, both parties 
are, with reſpe& to the matter in queſtion,” ſubjects 
of the great Mogul, and his court will decide between 
them with as much indifference as between any other 


ſubjects. The Cazy of Dehli ſeems to be the only 


competent judge on earth of this queſtion, unleſs the 
relation it bears to the Emperor's treaſury makes it 
Hitter for the chief Duan to decide, 

But in the foundation of Lord Clive's claim, taken 
upon the bill and anfwer, it is very difficult to diſ- 
cern any traces of title, which a court, proceeding in 
the moſt untechnical way, upon the firſt and moſt 
open- principles of juſtice could find to take notice of. 

He gives himſelf general colour, and in an indefi- 
nite manner, ſeems to put his „ of receiving a 
jaghire upon his title to nobility in Hindoſtan. The 
defendants cloſe with his Lordſhip there, and inſiſt 
more expreſsly than he had done before, that ſuch no- 
bility is the only capacity for that purpoſe : his own 
letters and conduct afford ſtrong ground to ſuſpect, 
that at the date of the pretended Sunnud, he was not 
an Emir or Omrah. e 
Ihe bill alledges, that a jaghire is the neceſſary 
conſequence. of a Munſub, which the plaintiff inſiſts 
1 | 36 
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is a kind of warrant to the Nabob, authorizing and 
requiring him to grant 2 Sunnud- and-Perwannah for 
the jaghire; and yet others whoſe Munſubs are leſs. 
exceptionable, have experienced no. ſuch conſequen- 
ces, and the form of his interceſſion with the court of 
Muxadavad, proves that was not his intention then. 
Beſides which. other allegations in the bill, every arti-. 
cle of his own conduct, and every hiſtory of the coun- 
y prove, that the crown rents are ftill in the Great 
ogul, collected by his Vakeels, aſſiſted by. the force 
of the Nabob, and exacted by his force; therefore 
they muſt flow from him only, and there is nothing 
throughout the whole bill to 3 6 þ ſo extraordinary. 
an implication as is now contended for. 5 
But to fave all difficulties of this kind, the bill al- 
ledges, that the Nabobs have lately uſurped through- 
out the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, and 
are now in the poſſeſſion of the calſa lands, and con- 
ſequently have intereſt ſufficient therein to make them 
jaghire; but it doth not inſiſt that there hath been 
any formal or acknowledged change in the conſtitution 
of the empire. On the contrary, it ſtates the form 
of the Mogul authority to be ſtill ſubſiſting, and only 
waiting alf Caperior force may either confirm the 
Great Mogul in the abſolute poſſeſſion of his rights, 
or totally deprive him of them. . 
Whether this uſurpation be ſtill fluctuating upon 
the unſettled condition of this barbarous ceuntry, or 
whether the old conſtitution of the empire be fill 
ſubſiſting, and not without vigour, as the anſwer in- 
. fiſts, and the plaintiff's letters ſeem to evince, the 
ground of this claim ſuppoſes a legal tranſinutation 
of poſſeſſion, and a court of juſtice can take notice 
only of what the laws of the country, alledged and 
ey demand ; by which it ſeems admitted on all 
ands, the plaintiff has no claim, becauſe it ſeems 
admitted, that the calſa lands were in the Great Mo- 
gul, and it is not alledged in what manner they are 
taken out of him, neither is the preſent title in any 
manner derived from hun. . | 
The anſwer infiſts, that it ceaſed with the life of 
Meer Jaffier. -I confeſs freely I don't underſt- n! 
_ that. I cannot diſcern in any part of the * « 
| | 1tate 


6 


| ſtated to me, a ground of title which can give a juſt | 


commencement to an eſtate determinable with the life 


of the Nabob. And if it be confadered, as I think 


it, mere uſurpation by the hand of force, participated 
with his auxiliary, it will fall under the ſame conſi- 


deration as the reſt of the plundering and fraud com- 


mitted by the Europeans there: this makes an hiſtory 


not very fit or decent to be diſcuſſed by a court of 


juſtice in a civilized country. 

The anſwer likewiſe infiſts, that an Engliſh ſub- 
jeR, and a ſervant of the Eaſt-India Company, could 
not accept ſuch a grant: now ſuppoſing the govern- 
ment of Hindoſtan, a regular conſtitution of vigo- 
rous and effectual operation throughout all the mem- 
bers of that fat empire; the Company are ſubjects 
of the Great N and owe him local allegiance ; 
and Lord Clive, by accepting nobility and magiſtra- 
cy, only undertakes to execute thoſe laws, which he 


and the reſt of the Company were before bound to 


obſerve. This, and the objection mentioned imme- 
diately before, ſeem to ſpring from a recolle&ion that 
in ag this great country is a ſcene of utter confu- 
ſion, quite void of order and law, which brings the 
whole to that which I take to be the true queſtion ; a 
queſtion upon the rights of war, as war is practiſed 
among ſavages, a ſquaþble about plunder. 

Hitherto I have forced myſelf to confider this caſe 
upon theſe faint lines of juſtice, which are ſuggeſted 
by the bill, and have received ſo much countenance 
from the anſwer, as to be conteſted and debated. They 


are indeed ſuggeſted by the bill, but very poorly ſup- 


ported ; the real confufion of the country is too viſible 
throughout. However, giving all the circumftances 
inſiſted upon, the fulleſt weight which imagination 


ean give them, I am ftill of opinion that the claim, 


made by Lord Clive hath no foundation in any 
idea of juſtice; and that, if it had, no court of this 
country can decide upon it. | 
' But the queſtion feems ſtill further out of the 
reach of our laws, and the rules of private juſtice. 
The ſubjects of the preſent diſpute are a title to 
_ nobility, territorial dominion, and a ſtipendiary 
reyenue, in a country where there are no traces of 
; e 


a „ | 
a municipal law, or general juſtice ; or atleaſt, where 
thoſe principals have no practical or effective vigour:- 
Power and Property are the temporary creatures of” 
N ſuperior force; liberty and ſecurity of poſſeſfion are 
quite unknown among any but the GSentoos; and the 
protection afforded them, is but a ſtrain of barbarous 
policy in uſe among the Moors, in order to make the 
country worth uſurping. © 1 
The Moors have at this time not even tlie fight 
of conqueſt over Hindoſtan, as that, tlie moſt bar- 
barous of rights is underſtood/in Europe. Many great 
tracts compriſing conſiderable Rajaſhips, are ſtill to- 
tally independant, eſpecially towards the North, and 
among the mountains; particularly thoſe on the Eaſt- - 
tern ſide, and many other great Rajahs, have no mark 
of dependance except a tribute, which they pay or 
withold, as the armies of the empire are near or re- 
moved, diſengaged or embroiled, with inteſtine feuds. 
In other parts, by force; in others, by fraud. The 
Rajah ws. Polygar-famihes are deſtroyed; and the 
Zemindars are their immediate tributaries. This hath 
happened chiefly in the moſt open, ſofteſt, and con- 
ſequently the richeſt countries. Ta ſome few of 
the laſt countries, the ancient tributes only continue” 
to be paid; but in moſt, the Zemindars ſuffer rapa- 
cious and arbitrary exaQtions. In all, the ſtipendiary- 
payments forced by the Moors, bear no proportion, 
but to the power and opportunity of oppreſhon. - 'The 
more warlike nations of the Indians deal with the 
„ „ eg 
=_ The Marrattas in the North and in the Eaſt of 
= Hindoſtan, demand from the whole empire, and ex- 
act from ſuch members of it as they can harraſs, a 
tribute which they call a chout. The Moors, for 
want of a ſettled and quiet eſtabliſnment, do not en- 
creaſe by propagation, in a climate of all others the 
moſt adapted to it, but are continually wearing out by 
their exceſſive and debauched luxury: and by war 
and by inteſtine treachery, they are as continually 
; ſupplied by the neighbouring Tartars of all denomr- 
nations. The Mogul, their acknowledged Emperor, 
_ fends vaſt armies of them, all mercenarics, far and 
* . ee > wide, 


* 


= (3.3 
wide, under his Nabobs, Soubahs, and officers, to 
exact tribute, and to rule in their barbarous, rude 


faſhion, this not half-conquered country among them 


ſelves. There is neither civil order nor. military diſ- 
cipline, and conſequently, no common political ob- 
ject. Every individual is occupied upon the fouleſt 
purpoſes, thinly covered with rude and inartificial 
diſimulation. A weak Viceroy is ſoon diſplaced by 
intrigue and ſtrangled ; an able one ſtruggles to ſhake 


off the Mogul, If the Mogul be weak, indolent, or 


abſorbed in vice, the Viceroy is independant: a re- 
verſe of theſe characters 8 the vigour of the 
empire, for a time, and the tributes go to Delhi 
again. Towards ſtrangers they are neither bound by 
humanity, general juſtice, or the faith of treaties. 
They have no compilement of law, but the Koran; 
which is too looſe, general, and deſultory, to deſerve 
the name of a political inſtitution: even that is cor- 
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tribute to the great Mogul, which Lord Clive now 


claims. Suppoſe the Mogul or his Vizier ſhould 


come down with a royal army to claim his tribate ; 
will the contents of this flimſy bill in the Engliſh 
Chancery, be an anſwer tp thoſe merciteſs plunderers 
who are known to govern themſelves by no law hu- 
man or divine? And if they muſt be anſwered by 
force, What obligation binds the Company to wag! 
war for Lord Clive's Jaghire ? If the Company could 
have been made ſecure otherwiſe, Lord Clive ought 
not to have bound them to ſuch a ſtipulation ; if they 


could not, how does he propoſe to inſure them? 


a But conſider this in a larger way. 

Conſider the Company as placed on a mall ſpot of 
ground, among a people with whom they are not con- 
nected in political ſociety ; among a people fo ſavage, 


that they cannot be leagued with them in any certain 


place, under the law of nations, their only real re- 
lation being that of fear, force, and reciprocal intereſt: 
in how many different ways is this connection, of 


which the ſtipend is but one, among many articles, 


liable to be broken ? | : 
- Suppoſe the Mogul or Nabob, or ſome independant 
Rajah, lawleſs ravagers, ſhould ſee theſe lands as 


cultivated under Europeans, an object of their avarice : 


Suppoſe the ſame men, arbitrary princes, ſhould 
think to reduce the Engliſh to the condition of their 


. Mooriſh ſubjects: terms impoſſible for free men. A 


war enſues, Will the Chancellor by his order, of 
permanent effect in this ſettled peaceful country, 
compell the Company to go on paying a tribute to 
Lord Clive, which the law of nations (the only law 


by which it may be claimed) will not compell them 


to pay to his pretended ſovereign? In how many 
different ways is ſuch a connection liable to be varied 
and modified by accidental events which have no re- 
lation to the original treaty ? Shall the 1 be 
tied down to a certain invariable tribute, inſtead» of 


being left at large to profit of events as they ariſe, and 


deal to the utmoſt advantage with their capricious 


enemies: | 


In ſhort, the terms of fuch an intercourſe as this, 


while it continues, depend upon force for their 
— con- 


= 
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continuance; and the queſtions upon which it breaks 
muſt. be decided by the ſword. The ſubje& matters 
of this kind of convention betweeh independant na- 
tions, can be ſubmitted to no tribunal but that 


which decides the events of war, and decrees victory, 


: aer what I have already ſaid, it follows by ne- 
ceſſary conſequence, that, in my opinion, the Direc. 
tors are not only juſtihed, but according to my ideas 
of the nature of truſt, they were bound in duty to 
with-hold the payment of this tribute to Lord Clive, 
It follows alſo, that Lord Clive is their debtor for 

ſo much of it as he hath already received, as being 
received quite without conſideration, and under a 
miſtake. Some circumſtances go far to evince that 
the miſtake reſted principally with Lord Clive, who 
was their preſident at Calcutta, and. not only appor- 
tioned the revenues between the Nabob and Mr. 


Clive, but paid them as preſident of Calcutta, to 


Mr, Clive in his private capacity. Then the miſtake 
devolved to Lord Clive's agent, Mr, Vanfittart, who 
. hkewiſe ſucceeded him in the Company's ſervice; 
here it hath neither been adopted nor rejected, but 
hath been preferved in pure deliberation and perfect 
ſuſpenſe. wever, ſuppoſing it as I do, to have 
been a meer miſtake ; if it had been adopred here, 
the defendant couid not ſerve himſelf of it to retain 
the money ſo paid; and I think the Company ſhould 
file a croſs bill for that money immediately, and take 


the earlieſt opportunity of learning from Lord Clive, 
on his oath, what are the true ſtate of the facts, as 


he means to rely upon them? They ſhould likewiſe 
uſe the moſt ſpeedy diligence in Hindoſtan, not only 


to fix by evidence the ſtate of the public acts at Dehli 


and Muxadavad, as they are, and have been, for theſe 
four years laſt paſt ; but they ſhovld prevent, if poſ- 
fible, any new inſtrument from being introduced 
there; for though the manners of nobility in this 


country are exceedingly pure, and abhorrent of all 


uncandid practices, all the Moors, who muſt be his 


Lordſhip's agents, know no object but their intereſt, 


and no rule of conduct but deceit. | 
Fig-tree Court, Inner. Temple, E. THURLOW. 
Monday, December, 1703. M 
| R. 


Ka 
Mx. JOHN DUNNI N Gs 
TP INT ON 
_—” ON THE. 
EAST- IND 14 COMPANY's 


CASE wirn LORD CLIVE; | 


\ RELATIVE TOHIS 


LORDSHIP's JAGHIRE. 


I HAVE given this cafe the beſt and fulleft confi- 
deration I am able, and I am moſt clearly of 
opinion, that the claim has no foundation in the Mo- 
gut conſtitution ; is highly prejudicial to the intereſts 
of the Company ; contrary to every idea of the duties 
of the relation the plaintiff bore to the Company; and 
that his Lordfhip's pretenfions (if the court had juriſ- 
- diftion, which I think it has not) are not to be ſup- 
rted upon any principles of municipal law or natural 
juſtice. As to the latter part of the queſtion, if the ſuit 
ſhould be perſiſted in, the Company has nothing more 
to do than to prove ſuch of the circumſtances inſiſted 
on in their defence, as are not admitted in the bill. 


Middle Temple Fe Duxx ING. 
April 30, 1764. | 
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Firſt Publiſned in 1764. 

12 E laſt Election of the India Directors drew 
| many unjuſt attacks on my character; and 

= it is probable, I may be cenſured by ſome, 
for having ſuffered ſuch reports as were ſpread againſt 
me during the conteſt to have remained ſo long un- 
anſwered; but knowing, that even the authors of 
them could not themſelves believe them; and con- 
ſcious to myſelf, that every part of my conduct, 
in the great ſhare I had in the management of the 
Company's affairs, would bear the moſt rigid ſcrutiny, 
and the more known be the more approved; I held 
them in too much contempt to merit any anſwer, 
But as I find the unjuſt attack on my character has been 
followed by an attack on my fortune, and inſinuations 
thrown out, Fo Ji theſe proceedings, very injurious 


* « 
* 


to my honour, I reluctantly ſubmit to vindicate my- 


ſelf, and muſt rely upon the candour of the Propric- 
tors, not to impute it to oſtentatious vanity, if in 
ſpeaking of myſelf I do aver, that I founded all my 


7 4 


actions in their. ſervice on honourable motives.  ; 


Iso ſtate this clearly, I am obliged to go back to 


that period when commerce was the 8 ſole 
._ RP | 4 2 
object. The firſt e on which the Company's 


ſettlements were eſtabliſhed, was intirely commercial. 
The Mogul government had, during the long and 
* N * e ; Wang r 2 1 ile 
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wiſe adminiſtration of Aurengzebe, taken ſuch deep 


root, that the many nations Which formed the em- 


pire of Indoſtan were ſubjugated to the Mogul in 
various forms; ſome of them tributary and hereditary, 


and others governed by; Nabobs, or Viceroys, under 


the immediate appointment of the Emperors. 
Such was the ftate of the empire when the Engliſh 
ſettled in India; and, in the reign of Furruckleer, 
ing themſelves in Bangal, raſs, and Surat, 
with privilege of trading duty-free; and a grant of a 
certain diſtrict of land to ſettle upon, and liberty to 
fortify and govern themfelves by their own laws. 
But as the Engliſh ſaw no violence to be apprehended 
from a people who. had a juſt idea of commerce, and a 
government at that time well adminiſtred, they built 
with very little view of defence, and carried on their 


| oy obtained phirmonds, or royal grants, for eſta- 
bli 


trade free from oppreſſion. 


The governors of the diſtant provinces: diſcovering 
the e e to which the power of the Emperor was 


reduced by the invaſion. of Nadir Shah, were no 


longer reſtrained by ſear; each aſſumed and exerciſed 
ſovercign authority over his province, and looked on 
his government as an heritage to his family. Scarce 
any more of the annual ſums, before paid by them to 
the Mogul, were ſent to court; and, to maintain 
themſelves in their ſovereignty, they leyied forces far 
beyond what the ordinary reyenues would maintain: 


From hence een became neceſſary, and, in 


uropeans were oppreſſed, not only in 


* * 


their turn, the ans . 
their trade, but large ſums extorted from them by vio- 


lence. Mon. Dupleix, the Governor of Pondic erry 
was the firſt who took the alarm, and was the firf 


who diſcovered the ſuperiority of European diſciptine, 
and from hence was led into the idea of acquiring a 
territorial ſovereignty in India. 
I is probable, he at firſt extended his views no 
farther they, a 505 round Pondicherry ; but when 
e in the, 


politics of the country, his ſuc- 
cefles ſo far ſurpaſſed his expectation, and opened 


” 


a 


ſuch a ſcene of power to him, that he diſdlained the 
narrow limits he might at-ficſt preſcribe to himſelf ; 


and 


[ 


and no doubt but they were enlarged, not only to the 
conqueſt of the Carnatic, but to the extirpatien of 


all other European nations, and even te the reduc- 
tion of the whole Mogul empire, and to make it a 


dependant ſtate on the crown of France 

The Engliſh beheld his progreſs with aſtoniſhment, 
but were not roußed to action, till they found them- 
ſelves on the point of being ſwallowed up by the French 
power. Forced to it, they with reluctanee; in 17503 
undertook. the ſupport of Mahomed Ally againſt 


Chunda Saheb; under whoſe name the French carried 


on their ambitious projects ee 
It is not my intention to enter into a minute. detail 
of that long war, maintained on our fide againſt. a 
_ conſtant ſuperiority of. numbers, at the expence of 
the lives of many thouſands uf brave men; and at the 
riſque of near a million ſterling of the Company's 
property; I ſhall only obſerve, that from our ſuc- 
ceſſes, the Nabob's ſituation was ſo different at the 
end of the year 1753; from what it was in 1750, at 


which time the ſingle city of Trichinopoly was tlie 


only part of his dominions that remained uneonquered 
by the French, - that in 1753 he had recovered, and 
was maſter of, almoſt the whole Carnatic $ and at 


that time the French reſources ſemed nearly exhauſ- 


e | : | | 

The French Company, -elated at the ſueceſs which 
attended Monſ. Dupleix in the "commencement of the 
war, at firſt faintly approved his meaſures ; but the 
oppoſition of the other European powers, the un- 
foreſeen events of war, and the deviating ſo widely 
from their natural obje& of commerce, rendering 
the event very uncertain, there was nothing; could fix 
their faith in the rectitude of thoſe. meaſures, but 
ſucceſſes that might attend them, and ahappy period to 
the war, which Monſ. Dupleix promiſed them in 


every letter. But, inſtead of theſe ſucceſſes, they ſaw 
the countries, of which they expected the revenues 


would be their reward, in the hands of their enemies, 
and their ſtock exhauſting in the ſupport of an un- 
certain war, which ruined their trade, and the ma- 
nufactories of the * from which they had 

KI ' By before 


n 


5 1 
before reaped advantages ſuitable to their eſtabliſſi- 
The war appeared in the fame light to the Engliſh 
Company, and therefore both agreed on a neutrality 
for the Carnatic, till means ſhould be found to put 
an end to that and all future wars by. negociations at 
home! But as it regarded the Carnatic only, it did 
not check the progreſs of the French arms in the 
Decan, the Soubah of which had ceded to them 
Maſulipatam, and four provinces, which yielded them 
a revenue of 400,000 |. ſterling a year. Nor did there 
appear any check to their progreſs in that country: 
the French gave law, by their influence over the 
Soubah, to a country as extenſive and populous as 
France; and by a prudent management of what they 
had ſo acquired, or by increaſe of dominion, it was in 
their power even then to have laid a foundation on 
which M. Dupleix's great ideas of conqueſt might 
have been realized. And altho” the French Company 
themſelves ſhould have choſen to adhere to their 
commercial intereſts, Dupleix's proje&s ſuited too 
well with that ſpirit of conqueſt” which prevails in 
the French court, to be negle&ed'; and upon the 
breaking out of the war it is reaſonable to conclude, 
from the forces ſent” out under General Lally, that 
they adopted them ia their utmoſt extent. Our ſet- 
tlements were but a ſecondary object; their forces 
were ſo formidable, that they, with great probabi- 
lity, imagined them a trifling obſtacle, (which ſur- 
mounted) Cape Comerin and the Ganges might have 
been the boundaries of their dominions. The ſpiri- 
ted efforts of Mr. Pocock could not prevent their 
landing” their army: St. David's fell; no obſtacle 
but Fort St. George remained to the accompliſhment 
of their farther conqueſts. Here they met with a 
refiflance ſuitable to the importance of the object; 
and I am perſuaded, that Meſſrs. Pigott, Laurence, 
Draper, and many other gentlemen of the garriſon 
would'have been Lurie under its ruins, ſooner than 
have ſurrendered 1 e A; 5 


The ſiege was raiſed, their army reduced, and mis- 


7 


* „ 


fortunes preſſed them on every fide.  - en 
95050 e e Prior 


(a 8 


Prior to the ſiege of Madraſs, they had loft all their 5 


ſettlements in Bengal: four hundred Europeans, ſent 
under Col. Ford into the Decan, by the great ſueceſs 


of that gallant officer, put a period to their expecta- 


tions in that country. The reduction of Maſulipatam, 


the four northern provinces, and the making all the 


French army there priſoners, greatly contributed to 
aur ſucceſs at Fort St. George, as it diverted great 
part of the French forces, who otherwiſe would have 
1 the ſiege of Madrals, and deprive, 
them of ſupplies of money and proviſions. And fi- 
nally, as Col. Ford's expedition obliged the French 
to ſend from the coaſt 500 men for the relief of Ma- 


ſulipatam, of whom. very few returned to Pondicherry, 


the French were reduced to act upon the defenſive 


only, and were greatly diſtreſſed for money and pro- 


yifions, which, Fort St. George was plentifully ſup- 
plied with from Bengal. Under theſe circumſtances 
the fall of Pondicherry cloſed the ſcene of all their 
glory, and left them not a foot of land in India. 
Thus haye I traced, from its commencement, the 
rogreſs and iſſue of a war, begun on principles of 
Ran ambition, but happily terminated by the 
greateſt efforts of valour and good conduct on the 
part of the Engliſn. I flatter myſelf, that every Pro- 
prietor muſt receive infinite pleaſure in the reflection, 
that they will ſoon reap the benefit of theſe great and 
glorious ſucceſſes, now ſecured to them by the XIth 
article of the definitive treaty. Although there are 
ſome geographical errors, ſuch as making the Soubah 
of Bengal's dominions extend near 200 miles more 
than they do, to Vawnam, and making that place 


the northern inſtead of the ſouthern part of the coaſt 


of Orixa: the acknowledging Salabad Jing lawful 
Soubah of the Decan, and Mahomed Ally Cawn law- 
ful Nabob of the Carnatic, had better have been 
omitted for ſeyeral reaſons, and may be productive 
of diſputes hereafter between the two Companies: yet, 
upon the whole, the article is very advantageous to 
the Eaſt India Company. f ; 
As my oppaſition originally aroſe from the defects 
in the preliminary articles, (in which the intereſt of 
5 i B 3 | ; the 
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the Fat Lodi Company appeared to me to be much 


expoſed) it affords me a very particular pleaſure to 
think that I have been any ways inſtrumental to the 
amendment of that article relative to the Company, 
Of the part J acted in it, Mr. Wood himſelf bore 
teſtimony in the general court; and thaugh it 

but little weight at chat time, yet 1 ——.4 myſelf, 


that when the voice of clamour ceales, that, Viike 


every other part of my conduct towards the Company, 
will be found to have ſprung from the warmeſt zeal 
for their honour and intereſt, _ | 
As to myſelf, I can with truth affirm, that the 
incipal motive that Induced me to offer myſelf 
candidate for the India Direction, was the intere 


det the Eaſt India Com EA n my reaſons for eſ- 


en of the cauſe of Mi s$, arole from a/convic- 
his integrity. Contrary to my expectation, 
ponents, the very men who had ſo often con- 


E in giving me the "moſt public teſtimonics of 


their ſenſe of my ſervices, were men that oppoſed my 
coming into the Direction. Better verſed in fuch 
bafinels/ than myſelf,” they prevailed in this diſpute, 
and every ſpocies of calumay- was made uſe of that 
malice could invent; and the, firſt ſtep my opponents 
took, / after the election, was to order their ſervants 
abroad. to top the rents of my eſtate in the Eaſt In- 
dies, which they themſelves had regularly paid me for 


ſeveral years, Without obfection. Their motives for 


taking ſuch à ſtep at lach a time are oo obvious to 
be inftlted upon. 


Anenymous letters in the pablbe s Were the | 


channel my enemies choſe for th diſhoncurable 


reflections, which not one amongſt them would have 
dared to have ſet their names to. 

I have oollected, from the beap of Airdinies: pub- . 
liſned on that oecaſioh in' che Gazetteer of the zh 
of April, 1963, the following articles. 

We That Ti had refuſed to anſwer certain enquiries 

pectin the diſtribution of the Nabob's treaſure. 

W day. Thar 1 had done injuſtice to the felations of 
the anhappy en in flag" Black 52 by with- 


holding 


| L 7 3 
holding from them the ſums ſtipulatod by treaty, for 
their * 

gdly. That having depoſed che Nabob, I entered. 
che treaſury, and diftributed the wealth according to 
the pleaſure of thoſe intruſted with the „ 
authority, leaving the Nabob deſtitute, and neceth- 
tated to borrow aaneg of the Company for his ne- 
ceſſary expences; by all which the Company my 
hereafter become Teiponſible to the Mogul. . | 

4thly, That no ſervant of the Company ſhall. re- 
mit money home but by their caſh, which order 1 
— 5 through, by remitting large ſums by the Dutch 
Calh. 

_$thly, That I was guilty of a breach of truſt, by 

wing: 2 5 ſe ſhip, bound from Bengal to 

Laibe, t and mana, to che gone detri- 
ment of as —.— 

6thly, That T have n right to an annual revenue 
of 27,0001. a year given me by the Nabob, which 


muſt be ſupported and maintained at the Company” $ 
nce, 

he firſt of theſe articles does not explain what 
the enquiries were I had refuſed to anſwer ; I "there- 
fore do not" clearly underſtand what the tendency af 
of ſuch enquiries were, If they had any relation to 
the monies received from the Nabob wr che pany, 
the treaties entered into with the Nabob by the 3 
mirals Watſon and Pocock, the — of Fort 
William and myſelf, in conſequence of which the Com- 
pany received near a million and an half ſterling, will 
accopat for that proportion to which the Company 
can lay any claim, This however does not ſeem to 
be the matter alluded to, but ſomething A 
myſelf, or the fortane I acquired in the Company's 
ſervice. It is well known, that I was not in England 
at the time the general court was held relating to the 
diſtribution. of the Nabob's treaſure, and could not 
poſſibly give any anſwer to the inquiries on that ſub- 
ject; but if there was any foundation for ſuch in- 
quiries, the Directors were wanting in their duty to 
tije Company, i in not making them after my return: 


* it will appear, that the Directors, under their 
B 4 own 


- 6wn hands, approved of the donations beſtowed by 
the Nahob on individuals for their” ſervices. But 
however, as the negle@ of the directors, if that was 
the caſe, in not calling me to account, can by no 
means ſanctify my actions, it is neceſſary that I give 
' © the beſt ſatis faction I am able relative to this matter. 
I was appointed, by the gentlemen of Fort St. 
George, commander in chief of the troops ſent ſor 
the recovery of the Company's ſettlements in Bengal, 
on board the fleet commanded by Admiral Watſon. 
On our arrival in the Ganges, we found the unhappy 
remains of a once flouriſhing colony on board a 
few merchants ſhips in that river. We landed, drove 
the enemy from Fort William, and put the Company's 
Governor and Council in poſſeſſion. The Nabob 
then came down with an army of ſixty or ſeventy 
thouſand men, and a heavy train of artillery, fluſned 
by his late ſueceſſes againſt the Engliſh. The King's 
and Company's forces, conſiſting of a battallion of 
450 men, a battallion of Seapoys, and a body of 
Lailors from the ſquadron, attacked the Nabob in 
his camp, and defeated him. We then made a treaty 
witli him, by which he engaged to reſtore all the 
effects he had taken. In conſequence of which, the 
Governor and Council recovered in goods and money 
ee OH oe or rent gab 
Mar being declared againſt France, we took Char- 
dernagore; and having convincing* proofs, that the 
Nabob's firm intention was to extirpate the Englith, 
as ſoon as the troops and ſquadro left the river, we 
entered into an alliance with Meer Jaffier Ally Cawn, 
A general officer in the Nabob's ſervice, and near re- 
lation to the Nabob; and accordingly a treaty + was 
concluded between us, the chief object of which was, 
on the part of our ally, a full ſatisfaction to the 
Company and all the inhabitants, for tlie loſſes th: 
dad ſuſtained by the capture of Fort William, and 
other factories which the Nabob had plundered, with 
J ͤ IS 45 +55 154 r grants 


A copy of this treaty may be ſeen in the Appendix, No. 1. 
+ A copy of which may be ſeen in the Appendix, No. 2. 5 


* 


+ The Nabob then, agreeable to the known and uſual 


. „ 26 
s of lands and privileges; and, on the Oompanyis 
art, to place and ſupport him in the government of 
the three provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa. 


Every thing being agreed on between Meer Jaſſier 


and the ſecret Committee, we marched the army to 
meet the Nabob, whom we intirely defeated. His 
death followed ſoon after, and Meer Jaffier was, in a 


few days, in poſſeſſion of the government, and df a re- 
venue of three millions and an half ſterling per ann. 


The one half of the ſecret Committee being then 
preſent at the capital, and a report made by the Na- 
bob's miniſters of the ſtate of the treaſury, it was 
ſettled, that half the ſum ſtipulated by treaty ſhould 
be paid in three months, and the other half in three 


Fests, all conditionally, that we ſupported him in the 


* 
* 


rerhment. _ | 


cuſtom of eaſtern princes, made preſents, both to thoſe 


of his own court, and to ſuch of the Engliſh, who by 


CY 


their rank and abilities had been inſtrumental in the 
happy ſucceſs of ſo hazardous an enterprize, ſuitable to 


the rank and dignity of a great Prince. I was one 


amongſt the many who benefited by his favour: I 
never ſought to conceal it, but declared publickly, in 
my letters to the ſecret committee of the India Di- 
rectors, that the Nabob's generoſity had made my for- 
tune eaſy, and that the e was now 
my only motive for ſtaying in India. What injuſtice 
was this to the Company? They could expect no more 
than what was ſtipulated in the treaty. Or what in- 
junction was I under to refuſe a preſent from him who 


had the power to make me one, as the reward of ho- 


nourable ſervices? I know of none. I had ſurely my- 
ſelf a particular claim, by having devoted myſelf to the 
Company's military ſervice, and neglected all commer- 
cial advantages, What reaſon then can be given, or 


what pretence could the Company have to expect, that 


, after having riſqued my life ſo often in their ſervice, 


ſhould deny myſelf the only honourable, opportunity 
that ever offered of acquiring a fortune, without pre- 


judice to them, who, it is evident, would not have had 
More for my having had leſs. When' the Company 
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10 1 
had ucquired a eau and an half ſtterling, and a ree 
venue of near 100, oO. per annum, from the ſucceſs 
of their forces under my command; when ample re-; 
Koration had been made to thoſe whoſe fortunes ſuffer- 
ed by the calamity of Calcutta; and when individuals 


had, in conſequence of that ſucceſs, acquired largo 
ce ſtates; what would the world have aid, Rad I come 
| homme, and Teſted. upon the generoſity of the 282 


Court df Directors? 
It is well known to every gentleman bee! Bengal, chat 
the honbur of my country, and the intereſt of the 


Company were the principles that governed all my 


actions; and that bal J only taken 41 
opportunities t that 1 themſelves, by my ng 
commander in and at the head of a bet Aint Mit ar 


my, and what by che cuſtom of that country 1 was e- 
titied to, 58 ee irſelf, great as it 18, would have | 
been an 


worth my conſideration.” © 
The city 0 Muxadavad'is as deen; pulous, and 
teh a5 the city of London; with this ce, chat 
there are individuals in the firſt poſſeffing infinitely 
22 property than any in che laſt city. Theſe, ac 
as every other man of pre , made me the 
greateſt on, (which neverthelels ure uſual n ſuch 
occafions, and what they expected quid have en ke · 
quired) and had I accepted thefe offers, T might Rave 


bee in poſſeſſion of millions, which che preſent Court 
of DireCtors could not have dfſpoffeſfed me of. But 


preferring the tion of the Englifh nation, the 
intereſt of the Nabob, and the advantage of the Com- 
pany, to all pecuniary confiderations, I refufed all of- 
fers that were made me, not only then, but to the laſt 
hour of my continuance” in the Company's ſervice in 
Bengal, and do challe friend or enemy to bring one 
ſingle inſtance of my ein influenced hy intereſted 
motives to the Company's ifadvantage, or to do any 
act that could reflect diſhonour'to my country or the 
Company, in any one action of my adminiſtration, 
either as Governor or commanding officer, 

'I little expected ever to have had my conduct im- 


peached, or to have received ſich treatment from the 
Oourt of Directors, — after che many public 


and 


and honourable teſtimonies of approbation I had ro. 


ceived in the orders and letters mentioned in the Ape | 


I 'am nqt oftentatious, but upon this occaſion am 
forced to deviate from myſelf, and with great reluct- 
ance expoſe theſe public teſtimonies of my conduct, in 
contraſt to the diſhonourahle motives which have in- 
duced my enemies to impeach it, 

As to the 2d article, accufing me with injuſtice to- 
wards, the relations of the unhappy ſufferers in the 
Black Hale, whoever will be at the pains to inquire, 
will Jearn that 625,000/, was the ſum aſſigned to make 


good the loſſes ſuſtained by the Europeans; that the 


money was ſent down to the Governor and Council at 
Calcutta, and by them depoſited in the Company's 
treaſury, ho gave orders to their treaſurer to iſſue it 
out as detnanded to the ſecretary appointed by the 24 


commiſſioners, choſen by the inhabitants themſelves to 


adjuſt their reſpective claims; and that none of it ever 
paſſed through my hands. They will further learn, 
that the ſum aſſigned did not only ſuffice to Pay the 
principal of fuch loſſes, but for a dividend of 22 
cent. for intereſt, beſides a ſam ſufficient for anot 
ſuch dividend, which has been detained for the Com- 
pany's uſe by orders to their ſervants abroad. It js 
very poſſible, that the heirs of ſome of the unfortu- 
nate ſufferers in the Black Hole may not have been able 
to obtain their right, for want of attornies to apply to 
the commiſſioners for that right, If there be any ſuch 
demands, I ſhould imagine — may ſtil! have juſtics 
done them out of the remaining treaty - money, aow in 
poſſeſſion of the Company. But to ſhew in what 2 
light the ſufferers themſelves regarded my conduct, I 
take the liberty to inſert a paragraph, extracted from 
a letter ſigned by almoſt all the inhabitants of Calcut- 
ta, which will ſhew the proprietors their ſentiments of 


my conduct on that ſubject. 


' Honoured Sir, | | 
© The inhabitants of this ſettlement, truly ſenſible 
*© of the benefits they have received from your 
«« generous aſſiſtance, in obtaining them * 
. | or 
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than what immediately re 


C * 1 


i for the heavy loſſes they ſuſtained in the miſerable 
s cataſtrophe 6f June 1756, and for your great care 


4 and aſſiduity in the collecting of that part of the 
e Nabob's donation; Do, with the utmoſt gratitude, 


6 return their hearty ANT: ſincere thanks for thoſe 


6 great favours conferred on them, the remembrance 


% 


©. whereof will be for ever indelible. r 


As to the third article; whit a to intimate 


Fore right in the Great gut to the treaſures of tlie 


late Nabob Surajah Dowla, and that the Company 
may hereafter be reſponſi ible to him on account of theſe 
treaſures; it may be ſaid, that there is ſuch a Prince, 


but he is almoſt without territory or power; the little 


he poſſeſſes not being equal in extent or riches to one 
twentieth part of his dominions, and therefore unable 


| to inforce in thoſe provinces any authority that might 


have formerly belonged to him; and he is now ſo far 
reduced, as to be a captive 1 and in he On of, one 


of the Soubahs. 


However, as I would give the! pro rietors all the . 
Uefaction Jean, as to this article, I will lay all 
the particulars before them,” and for that purpoſe I 


muſt inform them, that as ſoon as it was known, that 


Sufarah Dowla was fled from the city, a new miniſtry 


was immediately appointed, and the former e be⸗ 


eame reſponſible to them. 
The gentlemen appointed by the Governor nerd 


| Council to receive the money due by the treaty, were 


agents for this purpoſe. As to myſelf, T' was never 
there but once obt of curioſity; and 1 do declare, that 
I never interfered 2 or indirectly, any further 
ated to the rern of the 

money ſtipulated by the treaty, * ; 
. The treaſure was moſt certainly the property of the 
Nabob Meer Jaffier, as it would have been of any 


other Nabob, who might have ſacceeded to Surajah 


Dowla; but for tlie application of the money, I will 


. . ſuppoſe, for once, that it did belong to the Great Mo- 


gul : s 2 chen it was out of that very Imperial trea- 
ſure the Company received 1 fo, oo l. The ſuffer- 


ers at Calcutta 1,000,000 I; and the i navy and army 
600, 


2 1 
6003006! and that if Meer Jaffier had no right to 
e rt of the Imperial treaſure to individuals 


or their ſervices, he had no power to beſtow thoſe ſe- 


veral large ſums to the Company, ſufferers, navy, and 


army; and if he was anſwerable for the one, he muſt 


for the other. If therefore, it was wrong in me to 


accept the favours of the Nabob out of that treaſury, 
certainly it muſt be fo too in the Company, ſufferers, 


navy, and army. 


« & 23614 FE 51 * 7 3 * £ 
As to what is inſinuated, that the donations given 


by the Nabob to individuals, had drained his treaſury 

in ſuch a manner, that the Company were obliged to 
lend him large ſums of money, this is not only a very 
unfair, but a falſe repreſentation of facts. The time 
the Company lent this money to the Nabob was, when 
his dominions were in peace, and the ſum was only 
two lack of rupees, about 25,0001. the Nabob's mini- 
ſter himſelf informed me, he had then to the amount 
of near a million ſterling in jewels, a large ſum of 


money in his treaſury, and to a very great amount in 


plate. It could not be owing to diſtreſs that he bor- 


rowed this money: his pretences of poverty might have 


been made uſe of with a political view, as is the con- 
ſtant practice in that country; or he might have deſired 
to borrow money of the Company for fear they ſhould 
defire to borrow of him. But the real fact was this; 


\ 


if J may de ſuppoſed. to know it, who then preſided 


over the Company's affairs in Bengal. | 
By the IXxh article of the treaty with the Nabob, 


the Company's poſſeſſions would have been of little 


conſequence to them, ' unleſs we were allowed to put 
not only our own conſtruction on the words of the ar- 


ticle, but alſo to have an additional quantity of land 


to the northward, to the amount of near 12,0007. per 
ann. In order to accompliſh this, we not only were 


obliged to comply with the Nabob's requeſt; made at 


that particular time, but alſo to make preſents to ſe- 
veral of the principal officers - about him, to engage 
his conſent to this grant, which he was not bound to 
make by treaty; and: I believe the irectors know 


very well, if not, Lam ſure the Ggvernor and Coun- 
to 


cil.are well apprized of what conſequence it was 
: | . 
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the Compariy, to obtain the grant '6f thols tanie ic 
the northward of Calcutta. I will venture to affirm, 
had the Nabob deſired a loan of money at any other 
time bur this, his requed woute not have been com- 
with. 8 5 
The — Meer Jafficr Shs a anger ca 
| ate on left the country * It was _ — 
King's ſon, and al orattoss, in vad 
and ravaged his . twelvemonth together, 
and had 3 Hopped the receipt of great part of his reve- 
nues. It was then that 1 4 Nabob began for the firſt 
time to experience the misfortunes . of diſtreſs. Vet 
ftill his'diftreſs was not ſo great, but that kĩs fueceſſor 
. immediately, to 2 Company 
eight lack of ru or 100,000 man 
on the war on eg of Coromandel. 2292 5 
As to the fourth article, That no ſervaut of the 
Com ny ſhall remit money: home but by their caſh 
which order I broke through, by remitting large ſums 
by che Dutch caſh. That 1 did, jointly with my 
friends, remit a lar © ſum of money to England, by 
bills on the Dutch . is moſt true, for this 
reaſon only; that the Engliſh Company's treaſury was 
ſo full, that their ſervants abroad thought it inconſiſt- 
ent with the Company's intereſt to grant bills, when 
it was more than ble; the French might drive us 
out of all India, and the Company not only loſe what 
they had juſt acquired, bot become ref} le for tha 
immenſe ſums, which under the terrorthat then pre- 
| vailed- of the French foree, would be immediately 
red into their treaſury: and though I ſhould have 
thought it a great advantage to have remitted my for- 
tune at chat dangerous criſis, by bills on the 
Company, when the motion was made in council to 
receive all monies tendered for bills payable in three 
years. I was myſelf one of thoſe Who oppoſed it; 
and the only money received into the treaſury was 
Mr. Watſon's eſtate, to ſhew a ſenſe of the ſervices 
received from him: ſums due to the merchants of 
London, for corab and bullion; ſmall ſums from the 
principal ſervants, for remittances. to their. 8 
£21 i - 0 asd 5 WW VFDST1 a 
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bills ec for them. 
I flatter myſelf it will give me * merit with tha 
Company, that I oppoſed the fatal defigns of the 
- Dutch in the armament they had ſent to Bengal, with 
ſo much perſeverance, more eſpecially as I had at that 
time the greateſt part of my property in their power, 
the hills given me not being wholly due till three 
years after fight-; and I could not but be very ſenſible 
at that time of the — J ran, by ſuch an oppoſition 
to that dangerous undertak po Lohr and I will venture to 
affirm, that had or my 8 nts 
ayment of the mo n the Dutc 
own terms, which — a confiderable Tan bn 
rompt payment, the greateſt part of m fortune 
| wound hive bien at this day in * - 
As to the fifth article, That I was guilty of a breach 
of 7 71 b ſupplying a We een ip, bound from 
Bengal to Liſbon, with goods and money, to the 
t detrimone of the Company, there is not. one 
word of truth in the whole of this aſſertion. Thoſe 
who did, may plead the fame defence that I do for my 
remittance by the Dutch: the inference drawn is ab- 
furd; the Company had more money than goods to 
purchaſe. | 

I now come to the laſt article, VIZ. 15 1 ae no 
right to an annual revenue of 2 77000 a 2 
me by the Nabob, which maſt be * 
maintained at the Company's expence. 

In this article, party reſentment ſeems to have 
confounded all ideas of right and wrong; and my op- 
| poſition to the preſent leading gentlemen has caſt ſuch 

_ miſt before their eyes, that they cannot diſcern that 

* which they had before acknowledged by every 

that could expreſs it. But as ] intend to make the 


Proprietors the judges of that right, I ſhall explain 


the cauſe, for which the Jaghire, or Lordſhip, which 
produpes.to to me an annual income of about 30,0004. 
ear, Was oo me, and the nature of the grant by 
8 ich I hold 
\ Soon after 2 * battle of Plaſſey, the Nabob, of 


bie own free motion, without the leaſt hint or appli- 
cation 


purchaſe of neceſſaries, were received, and 


agreed to accept tho 
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(6. T5 3 
cation from me, ſent a petĩition to the court of Dehli, 
that I might be created an Omrah, or Lord of the 
Empire. the beginning of the year 1758, the 
Nabob received and delivered me the patent (with 
other honours accompanying it) by which I was crea- 
ted an Omrah of the command of 5000 foot, and the 
rank of 6000 horſe. „ | be 


According to the cuſtom of the country, the Sou- 


bah aſſigus a Jaghire, or eſtate, within his own pro- 


vinces, to ſupport the dignity of the new created Om- 


rah; but at the time I received the patent of creation, 
I knew of no ſuch intention in 9 Nabob, whoſe 


friendſhip for me gave way to other views. 


I have before hinted, that the Soubah's firſt, plan 
was to evade the execution of the remaining part of 
the treaty, and to appear, in the eyes of his ſuhjects, 
as maintaining himſelf by his own ſtrength, and not 
% ô§ô˙¹··˙·² eZ nn 
He took the field, as early as the ſeaſon would per- 
mit, with an army of 80,000 horſe and foot; and it 
was with reluctance that he ſent for me to join him 
with our troops, and more from the apprehenſion of 
leaving us ſo near his capital during his abſence, than 
from any expectation of our aſſiſtance in the further- 
ing of his deſigns. % dv DT ne $os,.. 
Me marched the army up, now reduced by the ma- 


| lignancy of the climate to 300 Engliſh, with two bat- 


talions of Seapoys, and a train of artillex. 
At our firſt meeting I reproached bim with the du- 
plicity of his conduct, and inſiſted on his immediately 
paying down all arrears, and that he ſhould Fo ſe : 
cure aſfignments for the payment of the reſt of the 
treaty - money. I freely gave him my opinion of his 
keeping up ſuch a vaſt army, which drained his trea- 
ſury to no manner of purpoſe; that, the example of 
His predeceſſor might be a leſſon to him how little 
ſuch troops were to be depended upon; and that when 
danger preſſed, he would find the Engliſh, his only 
true and firm ſupport. In his exaltation to his new 
grandeur, and ſeeing himſelf at the head of ſuch a 
numerous army, my advice made little impreſſion; ſo 
I concluded with telling him, he might amuſe dane 
1 | | wit 


. 


wag 83 
with his own ideas, but, in the rhearitime, that I was 
neither to be trifled with nor intimidated ; and, after 
ſome ſtruggle, I obtained immediate payment of the 


arrears; amounting to ſeveral hundred thouſand pounds, 


and an aſſignment of certain diſtricts, the revenues of 
which were to be collected by the Company, as a ſe- 
curity for the reſt; and from this inſtant the Nabob 
may have been faid to comply literally with this 
treaty. . e e 
Theſe were the Nabob's ſentiments at that time, 
and ſuch they continued until the following year, when 
the province of Bahar being invaded by the Mogul's 
ſon (drove by the Vizier from his father's court) the 


Nabob attempted to take the field, and now experi- 


enced what I always inculcated to be true. Vaſt ar- 
rears were due to his numerous army, who, taking 
advantage of the times, ſurrounded him, and inſiſted 
not: only on the whole of the arrears due from his pre- 
deceſſor as well as himſelf, but on an advance of pay. 
Theſe demands amounting to many millions, it was 
eee could comply with them. e 

In this exigency he applied to us, entertaining great 
doubts of our friendſhip, from the conſciouſneſs of 
the inſincere part he had acted, and from a juſt ſenſe 
of his own imprudence, in having neglected the ad- 


vice I had given him the preceding year, to diſband 


the greateſt part of his large and nſeleſs army. Bound 
by treaty and intereſt, it behoved us to ſecure the 
attachment and dependancy of the Nabob. We im- 
mediately took the field, and relieved: him, for the 
preſent, from the inconveniencies he laboured under 
from his own forces, who, over-awed by our pre- 
ſence, deſiſted from their demands; Being joined by 
8000 horſe and foot, under the command of his fon 
the young Nabbh, we marched four hundred miles in 
twenty-three days, and forced the enemy to raiſe the 
fiege of Patna, the capital of the province of Bahar, 
and purſued them two hundred miles further, until 
they paſſed the boundaries of the Soubah's dominions, 
and then obliged the tributary Rajahs to pay their 

arrears, In the mean time, the Nabob's army had 
again ſurrounded hiin, and were become more out- 

8 C rageous 
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„ 
rageous than ever; and he was upon the point of be- 
ing put to death, when the news of our ſucceſs diſ- 
perſed them, and they became as ſubmiſſive and fawn- 
ing, as they were before daring and inſolent. 

rvices rendered at ſuch a criſis, convinced him at 
laſt of the value of ſuch ſincere allies. On my return 
from the north he came to meet me, and after many 
obliging expreſſions, that I had ſaved his life, and 


made him a ſecond time Soubah, he reproached him 


ſelf with ingratitude in never having appointed me a 
jaghire. On taking his leave he told me, Jaggerſeat 
(a man of great note in that country) was intruſted 
with his orders on that ſubject. Jaggerſeat ſoon after 
ut a paper roll into my bands, in the preſence of Mr. 
Francis Sykes, Mr. Lake Scrafton, (both now in 
England) and Major Carnac, which proved to be a 
patent for the lordſhip of the lands rented by the 
Company, in ſconſequence of the article of our treaty 
with him. The patent was ſoon followed by the 
order in the Appendix, No. 3, being an order to 
the Governor and Council of 8 to pay me the 
rents of the ſaid lands, inſtead of paying them as be- 
fore into his treaſury, he having made me a Jaghire- 
dar, or Lord of the country. 5 | 
Such were the motives that induced the Nabob to 
give me this token of his ſenſe of my ſervices, * and 
tuch the manner in which it was conferred, by me 
unaſked and unexpeRed ; I fay unaſked and unexpec- 
ted, becauſe, from the time of my receiving my ho- 
nours from Dehli, in December 2757, to this- time, 
nothing had ever paſſed on the ſubject, but one letter 
from me to Jaggerſeat, in January 1759, informing 
him, that * Pre had made me an Omrah with- 
out a Jaghire, which I underſtood did uſually accom- 
pany it, and to deſire he would apply to him on that 
occaſion; to which letter he returned anſwer, that he 
had applied to his Excellency, who ordered him to 
acquaint me, that he never granted Jaghires in Ben- 
gal; that Orixa was too. poor, but that Þ might have 
ene in Bahar. Looking on the Nabob's anſwer as an- 
evaſive one, and that he was not inclined to: comply 
with my requeſt, I never wrote or thought any more 
| on 


= 
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on this ſubject, until I received a ſecond letter from. 
Jaggerſeat in anſwer to my firſt, after our fucceſs 
againſt the King's ſon, that the Nabob had turned 
the thing in his mind} and was willing to grant me a. 


Jaghire in Bengal; but the nature of it; where, or 


of what value it was to be, I was intirely ignorant, 


till the patent explained it, and I confeſs it gave me 


the greater pleaſure to find it to be the Lordſhip of 


the Company's lands, becauſe the Company was 
thereby freed from all dependance on the governs 
, 9 | $9.25 2 | 0 
It now remains to ſay ſomething of the validity 
and nature of the grant. It is to be obſerved, tht. 
the lands ceded to the Company by the IXth article. 
of the treaty, were only ceded to;them as perpetual. 
emindars, or renters, the Nabob reſerving the lord- ; 
ip and quit- rents, which amounted to near 30,000/. 
yearly ; and the Company could never be lawfully 
diſpoſſeſſed, ſo long as they continued to pay that quit 
rent. It was, then, the lordſhip and rents ſo reſerved 
that he made over to me; no prejudice reſulting to 


the Company, who had farmed out the ſame to a verx 


conſiderable yearly” amount, with a proſpect of great 
increaſe of rents, and only this difference, that they 
were to pay the quit-rent to me, inſtead of the go- 
vernment ; to this nation a profit of 30, ooo l. a 
yells. 55. 0602: | 


Witch regard to the validity of this grant, 1 ſhall 


only ſay, that the patent paſſed all the uſual forms of 
the country, and was founded on the very ſame au- 
thority that the Company had for all their acquiſi- 
tions, the power of a Soubah. This I think is a 


_ ſufficient anſwer to the charge in the 6th and laſt. 


artige 257, vs 3 
I ſhall now proceed to lay before the Proprietors 
the meaſures taken by my adverſaries, ſubſequent to 
the election, and the reaſons: they aſſign to ſupport 
them. a 4 = 
But I ſhall firſt take notice, that by the ſervices 


rendered to the Nabob, the Company not only re- 


covered the misfortunes ſuſtained from the late Nabob,. - 


with the poſſeffions I have already mentioned, but. 


C2 alſo. 
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alſo acquired, and had delivered into their hands, 
the abſolute power over the three provinces of Ben- 
gal, Bahar, and Orixa, whoſe deen e . re- 
venues produce three millions and a half ſterling; 
inſomuch that they were enabled to ſet up and 
eſtabliſh in the Soubahſhip any perſon they thought 
fit. This matter may be clearly ſeen by the letters 
in the Appendix, No. 3. 
This power the Company, ſoon after J left Bengal, 
exerciſed, and in 1761 they entered into a treaty with 
Mahomed Coſſin Cawn, ſon-in-law to Meer Jetter, 
for chat purpoſe, (a copy of which treaty is in the 
Appendix, No. 34.) By this treaty the Company ac- 
quired a much larger diſtrict of pur, than they 
before enjoyed under the treaty with Meer Jaffier, 
together with a larger eſtate and intereſt in thoſe 
lands, than they had in thoſe before granted; for the 
annual amount of the lands laſt acquired were near 
600, 00 l. and inſtead of reſerving to the govern- 
ment the uſual rents of homage which aboſs lands 
were ſubject to, both the lands and thoſe rents were 
ether ho puns 
This treaty being figned by Mahomed Coffin Cawn 
and the preſidents of the Company at Calcutta, on 
behalf of the Company, the Nabob Meer Jaffier was 
ſurrounded in his palace by the ſervants of the Com- 
pany, and obliged to relinquiſh his government, and 
was cartied down to their ſettlement at Calcutta, 
where he did till lately reſide, and Mahomed Coſſin 
Can was placed in the executive part of the go- 
vernment in his ſtead. tf, 91 
I thall not at preſent enter into the conſideration 
of the grounds and motives for ſo early and extraor- 
dinary a change in the- government of the provinces, 
being inclined to think thoſe: matters will be laid 
before you by perſons better acquainted with thar 
tranſaction than — For the preſent I introduced 
it only to ſhew the great advantages the revolution, 
brought about by the removal of Surajah Dowla, had 
produced to the Company; and that thoſe advantages 
might, with prudent management, be increaſed : but 
at the fame time I muft obterve, that the revolution 
| 1 againſt 


1 | 
againſt Surajah Dowla was a matter of neceſſity, as 
upon that event only depended the exiſtence of the 
India Company; and I hope nothing but the pre- 
ſervation of the Company's property in thoſe parts 
induced thole concerned in the laft revolution (if it 
may be ſo called) to bring it about. | i 

have before acknowledged, that my fortune aroſe 
from the grateful bounty of the Nabob for my ſer- 
vices to him; and altho' I ſhall ever think of my 


ſervices to the Company with pleaſure, yet the Com- 


pany cannot ſay I ewe them any thing in point of 


gratitude, My allowance, as Prefident, was (until - 


increaſed * the additional allowance of 1000 l. a 
year) leſs than any of my predeceſſors received by 
12001. a year. Indeed, had the Court of Directors 
rewarded my ſervices in the ſame manner they have 
done thoſe of my ſucceſſor, by allowing me two and 
an half per cent. on all their revenues, and monies 
acquired for them, it might have been otherwiſe. My 
adverſaries cannot therefore ſay- I acquired my for- 
tune out of the property of the Company, 'or in 
diminution of that of my country, or any of my 
fellow- ſubjects: on the contrary, it is well known, 
that had it not been for the ſucceſſes we were bleſſed 
with, this kingdom would never have had the benefit 
of one farthing of the money which has been brought 
into it, in conſequence of thoſe ſucceſſes. This being 
the caſe, one might have expetted, after ſo many 
ears ſervice to the Company, and under the cir- 
cumftances IJ have deſcribed, they would at leaſt have 
permitted me to have had the quiet enjoyment of that 
fortune I had ſo obtained. 2 | 
And here I muſt acquaint the Proprietors, that the 
rents of my Jaghire were regularly paid during the 
time I was in Bengal, and, ſince my return, have 
been received by my attornies in Bengal, and re- 
mitted by them to me, as the ſhips ſailed from thence, 
in bills on the Company here, which were always 
regularly paid without objection, until May laſt, 
when, on the ſhips going out for Bengal, which were 
the firſt that went out after the election on that 


voyage, I was given to underſtand, that orders had 


C3 been 
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been ſent to ſtop the payment of my Jaghire, I 
applied to the Court of Directors for a copy of thoſe 
orders, but that was refuſed; however, I afterwards 
came to the knowledge of them, They are to the 
following purport: With reſpect to the Jaghire 
4 given by the late Nabob, Jaffier Ally Khan, to 
% Lord Clive, arifing out of the lands granted by 
e the ſaid Nabob to the Company, we direct, that 
vou do not pay ue further ſums to the attornieg 
of Lord Clive on the account; and we further di- 
rect, that whatever ſhall ariſe in future from the 
* faid Jaghire, be carried to our credit. You are to 
c cauſe exact accounts to be made out and tranſmitted 
to us, not only of what ſhall ſo come into our 
c caſh, but alſo of all the ſums Lord Clive's attor- 
#©/nies have already received on the ſaid account, to- 
d gether with the dates of the ſeveral payments. Hie 
0 Dane pretenſions to the ſaid Jaghire will be 
„ ſettled here. 5 a 5 
And Mr. Sulivan, by a letter wrote at the ſame 
time by him to the Preſident at Calcutta, informed 
| him, That all cordiality being at an end with Lord 
> Clive, the Court of Directors had ſtopped payment 
c of his Jaghire; a meaſure which would have taken 
place years ago, had it not been for him (Mr. Su- 
1 Lena) ; and that on this head the ſaid Prefident 
Mas to obey every order, which he might receive 
from the Court of Directors; and that more was 
not, nor muſt be, expected of him.“ | 

I Fſhall not trouble the Proprietors with any obſer- 

vations on this order and letter, they will ſafficient] 

ipeak for themſelves ; but ſhall only remark, that 1 
muſt think it extremely hard to be deprived of my 
Property becauſe I cannot agree with the preſent 
* of — OS. . 5 
ut the Company having paid my Jaghire ſo lon 
without any — —.— L 5 —.— 
any right thereto themſelves, nor pretending to ſay 
that any one elſe does; under ſuch circumſtances one 
might be at a loſs to conceive what foundation in 
reaſon there could be for the Directors ſending ch 
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orders to Bengal. But, on inquiry into the matter, 
the reaſons aſhgned appear to be four. 2 
_ + iſt. That the Mogul is ſovereign of the provinces 
af Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, and proprietor of all 
the lands. within thoſe provinces ; and that the rents 
granted to me are the antient imperial rents reſerved 
and payable to the Emperor; and that therefore the 
Nabob could not grant or alienate the ſame from the 
imperial Crown; and that the Company may be 
called to an account by the Emperor for what they 
have paid to me: Nor is that all the Company ſeem 
to expect, but that I am accountable to them for 
what I have received. | 222 7 

2dly. That 2 — the Nabob had a right to alie- 
nate thoſe rents, ſuch alienation could exift no longer 
than the Nabob who granted the ſame continued in 
his government, and that ſuch alienation was not 
binding on his ſucceſſor; and as Meer Jaffier had 
been depoſed, the grant became of no effect. 5 
zaly, That my acceptance of the dignity of an 
Omrah, or title of honour (which honour they 
doubt my having had, although they have a copy of 
the patent in their cuſtody) was contrary to my duty 
to the 8 as I might be obliged, hy fuck ac- 
ceptance, to aſſiſt the Mogul and the Nabob in war, 
even againſt the Company. I nh 
| _ Andlaftly, for fear theſe reaſons ſhould fail them, 
then comes a fourth; which is, that —_ have a 
right, that even then I have no remedy in England, 
but muſt reſort to the court of the Mayor of Calcut- 
ta, or to the courts of the Emperor at Delhi, or the 
court of the Nabob. a | 

As to the firft, it may be proper to obſerve, that, 

bg the original foundation of the Mogul Empire, 
all the lands, like thoſe in England, were in the 
crown. who granted the rents, in the nature of fee- 
farm rents in England : Theſe lands were, and now 
are, called Calſa Lands, or lands belonging to the 
crown; the rents whereof were, for ſeveral years, 
received by officers appointed within the provinces by + 
the Emperor for that purpoſe ; and the Nabobs, who 
were then Viceroys to the Mogul, had penſions aſ- 

Ef C 4 ſigned 


24 
ſigned, them to maintain their courts, and ſupport 
their governments: But, for a great number of years 
paſt, that method has been changed, and inſtead of 
penſions, the Emperors allotted to the Nabobs large 
quantities of land within the provinces, to be diſpoſed 
of and managed for their own . henefit ; and theſe 
lands were, and now are, called Jaghire Lands, and 
for which ao taxes are paid: And as to the reſt of the 
lands within the provinces, the Nahobs farmed the 
ame of the Mogul at a certain yearly ſum. _ | 
This alteration being received into the Mogul > 
yernment, it became immaterial to the Mogul what 
the Nabobs did with the rents; the yearly ſum ſti pu- 
lated was all he expected, and that they were obliged 
to pay; ſo that all the rents, and alſo the lands that 

roduced them, were under tlie power of the Na- 
bobs. who might and did diſpoſe of them as they 
thought fit, and out of them ,conferred favours on 
whom they pleaſed. The Nabobs granted zeminda- 
Ties or leaſes of all the lands from time to time at their 
pleaſure, or as occaſion required; and in this ſtate the 
conſtitution and uſage of the Mogul Empire ftood at 
the death of Aurengzebe. | mn I 
Alfter the death of Aurengzebe, the Nabobs began 
to aſſume ſovereign authority, and the invaſion of the 
Perſians, before taken notice of, rendered that ſove- 
reignty. abſolute ; and the Nabobs do now, and have 
for many years, exerciſed all thoſe ſovereign rights, 
regarding, he lands and revenues of the provinces, 
which the Mogul Emperors ever had. | 
It is under the authority of the Nabob, the Com- 
pany now hold their zemindary in the lands ſubje& to 
my jaghire; it is under the ſame authority, they now 
hold by treaty with the Nabob Coffin Cawn large 
diſtricts of country, producing near 600,0001. a year 
to them, without paying any rent at K notwith- 
ſtanding thoſe lands are calſa or imperial| lands, and 
would, 1n caſe the original conſtitution of the Mogul 
Empire exiſted, be ſubje& to the payment of the an- 
tient reſerved rents to the Great Mogul, to a very 
large amount; it is well known that there are numbers 
of jaghures in the province of Bengal, granted by for- 
| 1 9 mex 


28 1 3 


mer Nabobs, that have ſubfiſted for ſeveral genera- 


tions. 3 


* 


Vet as to my jaghire, they now at once alledge it : 


was an illegal act in Meer Jaffier, and at the ſame 
time admit that the Company are in the enjoyment 
of all the lands granted to them by the Nabob Coſ- 
fin Cawn, without paying or being ſubject to any 
rent at all; and that the grant from Coffin Cawn 
to them, both, of the lands. and ancieat rents, 1s valid 
and effectual: this ſeems a contradiction not eafil 
to bc reconciled. - But for a moment, let us ſuppoſe 
that the fears the Company entertained at that inſtant 
of being accountable to the Great Mogul, might 
have obſcured the light which the compariſon of 
things alone would have diſcovered, and that the Mo- 
ul thould hereafter recover the ancient dominion of 
Pr empire; it muſt then be obſerved, that the an- 


nual tribute ſtipulated to be paid by the Nabob on 


his confirmation, is in fact the ſame annual ſum for- 
merly reſerved and paid by the Nabobs for the farm 
of the rents and lands within the provinces. Can it 
then be ſuppoſed that the Mogul would require hoth 
the revenues of the lands, and alſo the annual ſum 
ſtipulated to be paid by the Nabob, in lieu of thoſe 
revenues? It might, with ſome degree of probability, 
have been ſaid, that he might, according to the con- 
ſtitution of the empire, call the Nabobs, who might 
then be conſidered as his Viceroys, to an account for 
all the annual tribute remaining due from them ; But 
to ſay the Company would be anſwerable to the Mo- 

ul for the rents paid by them to me, is an incon- 
ie equal to the former, and not to be reconciled 
to reaſon or the nature of things: and even to fur- 
niſh themſelves with this pretence, bad as it 1s, they 
muſt have had a very extraordinary foreſight ; and 


I ſhould be glad to have been informed of the period 


ſuch a reckoning was likely to take place. 


I have before taken notice of the preſent circum- 


ſtances of the Mogul, and by what means a Prince 


under his circumſtances, or even ſuppoſing him in as 
good a fituation as his predeceſſors for ſeveral years 
paſt have been, could recover the dominions of large 


and 
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RR 
and powerful provinces, which had long ſhaken off 
his authority, I am really at a loſs to gueſs. © But to 
remove any doubt the proprietors may entertain con- 


* -cerning the power and dominion of the Great Mogul 
in Bengal, or the ſovereign authority of the Nabob 


TI will repeat the account given by your Directors of 
thoſe meaſures under their hands to his Majcſty, in 
the year 1762, in a memorial preſented: by them re- 


ative to the tranſactions with the Dutch, which ac- 
count is in the eee words: IE 


„ By the antient conſtitution of the Mogul Empire, 


of which the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orixa, 


are a part, the Nabob or Soubah of thoſe provinces 
vas nothing more than the Mogul's Viceroy, yet, 
for many years paſt, as the ſtrength of that con- 
% ſtitation has been gradually declining, the Sou- 
„ babs of theſe and other provinces have been in 


like gradation aſſuming an independance of the 


“ Court of Delhi, and the ſhock which the empire 
<* recgived, or rather the ſubverſion of it, for it has 
never recovered, nor probably ever will, from the 
< 1rruption of the Perſians under Nadir Shah, has 


_ © fo far confirmed that independance, that the rela- 
tion between the Nabob and the Mogul, is at pre- 


<* ſent little more than nominal. The Nabob makes 


© war or 3 without the privity of the Mogul, 
7 though th 
s conſtitution in the ſucceſſion to the Nabobſhip, yet, 


ere appear ſtill ſome remains of the old 


in fact that ſucceſſion is never regulated by the 
„ Mogul's appointment, tho? the perſon in poſſeſ- 


© fion is generally deſirous of fortifying a difputed 
© title by the Mogul's confirmation, which the court 
of Delhi, conſcious of its inability to interpoſe, 


** more ſubſtantially, and deſirous of retaining an 


1 r of ſuperiority, readily grants. The 


abob of Bengal is therefore de fucto, whatever 
«© he may be de jure, a ſovereign prince, or at worſt, 


not a Viceroy, but a 5 to the Mogul: there 


&« being ſome kind of tribute ſtill confidered as due, 


“ from theſe provinces to the Mogul, though it 

rarely, if ever, finds its way to Delhi. It DES" 
| 5+ Þ 

4 y 


< by the DireRtor's letters, that the Dutch, as well 
& as we, conſider him in this light,” Fog! * 


I muſt obierve, that the Dutch, in order to give 
ſome colour for their complaints againſt the Company, 
made uſe of the following allegation, via. The Mo- 
* gul is ſovereign of the country, and we derive 
„from him, under repeated phirmaunds, a right to 
« a free navigation from thence to other places; and 
"<6 this right we cannot be deprived of, without 
* infringing the phirmaunds of the Great Mogul, 
 #©. which the Nabob, who is only governor of a pro- 
* yince, is not authorized to do.“ . 
And it was in anſwer to this allegation the decla- 
ration abovementioned was made by your Directors, 
vrho now find themſelves under the fatal neceſſity, on 
| behalf of the Compony, of making uſe of the ſame 
reaſons for juſtifying their conduct towards me, as 
the Dutch made uſe of to juſtify theirs towards the 
Company. | IP WE | 
As to the 2d reaſon aſſigned by your Directors, it 
might, perhaps, have been well tor the proprietors, 
5 — it never been in their power to have employed it. 
But as it is aſſigned as ſuch, I will anſwer it as I would 
have done, at the time it was offered by them, with- 
out any regard to what has happened, ſince that ma 
have deprived them of the uſe they at firſt aſs 
from it. N 6 1 


There are numbers of inſtances of Jaghires now | 


ſubſiſting, that have been granted by former Nabobs : 
there are many, even on the Company's own lands, 
of which the * — might have been informed by 
the proper officer appointed for ſurveying thoſe lands, 
who is now in England; and they might alſo have 
been informed, that there were e Jaghires 
granted by the Nabobs Surajah Dowla and Meer Jaf. 
| Fer alſo exiſting. But enquiry here, - ſeemed not ne- 

ceſſary; the Directors at once boldly affirm, my Jag- 
hire to be determined. by the removal of Meer Jathey 
from the throne, fince the grant did not, as they al- 
ledge, bind his ſucceſſor z without the leaſt conſide- 
ration of the natural inference ſuch an aſſertion might 


produce. 
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I have before taken notice, that his Majeſty's arms, 


and thoſe of the Company, by the revolution brought 
about whilft T was the Commander in Chief, acquired 
the e power and influence the Company enjoyed 
in Bengal, when I left that country; and that that 

ower after I came away, was made uſe of to depoſe 
the Prince who ſat on the throne whilſt I was there, 
and, to eſtabliſh Mahomed Coffin Cawn in his ſtead. 


It is under theſe circumſtances, that the Directors 


make uſc of the 2d reaſon. Now to give that reaſon 
its utmoſt latitude, it can amount'to no more than an 
admiſſion from the Company, that I had once a good 
right to require from them the payment of — 
hire: but that this right is now defeated by a ſubſe- 
au act, entirely effected by their own agents abroad, 
e weight and juſtice of this argument I leave to 
our conſiderations. ns, | EE 
Before I quit this head, I muſt beg leave to take 
notice of the forms agreed on between the Company, 
and Mahomed Coflin . which may be ſeen in the 
B and by which it will appear, that Meer 
Jaffier was to remain Nabob to all purpoſes, _— 
the executive part of the government, which was to be 
the province of the new Nabob. This being the baſis 
of that revolution, if it may be ſo called, it will ap- 
pear, that the Nabob, Meer Jaffier ſtill remained Na- 
bob of Bengal; and it is well known, that he did till 


lately, reſide at the Company's factory, at Calcutta, 


in 810 ſtate; and even ſuppoſing my Jaghire to be 
good no longer than the reign of the perſon who 
granted it, it would be ſtill ſubſiſting. However, 
your Directors do now in effect declare, that they will 


retain my Jaghire for the benefit of the Great Mogul 


(who would certainly be glad to receive it, as Coffin, 
Ally would readily give any directions touching that 
matter the Directors think proper to ſuggeſt to him) 
and that, in prejudice to me and their country; though 
they at the ſame time are influenced to retain the rents 
of the lands granted to them, not only by Coffin Cawn, 
but alſo by the Nabob Meer Jaffier, in prejudice to the 
Great Mogul. S 8 . | | 


As 


. E | 
As to the 3d reaſon ;. here I muſt beg leave to ob- 
ſerve, that the titles of honour uſed in Europe, are un- 
known, to the Indians; their titles of honour are 


diſtinguiſhed only by a number of Azaras, or one 
thouſand, from two to ten thouſand horſe, which is 
the higheſt, and was the title of the ſon of the Great 
Mogul: the number of ſix thouſand expreſſes the dig- 


nity of an Omrah, but not any leſs number; and the 


equipage of the perſon on whom ſuch honours are be- 
ſtowed, are proportioned by the uſage of the country 
to his rank. 1 it will appear, that of neceſſity, 
no perſon can be ennobled in India, unleſs the rank 
and number he is appointed to, be expreſſed in the 
patent; and this is a mere compliment, which does 


not lay any obligation on the part of the perſon receĩv- 
ing ſuch honour, to render to the Mogul any ſervices 


whatſoever; and to affirm the contrary, it muſt be | 


_ preſumed that the Nabob, in the preſent caſe, applied 


to the Mogul to take me into his ſervice: who, in 


ſuch ſervice, might (if the Emperor meant to recover 


the ancient dominion of his empire, or the payment 


of his annual ti ibute) be employed againſt the Nabob 
himſelf, if military ſervices were to be rendered to the, 
Mogul; which would be an abſurdity to ſuppoſe. _ 
But the true intent of the honour, was no more 
than a perſonal fayour to me, and to give me rank 
amongſt the Princes and great men of that country; 
and may have been of ſervice to you in my negocia- 
tions and tranſactions with them. Monſieur Dupliex, 
the commander in chief of the French forces in India, 
obtained a title of honour, inferior to mine, and had 
ſeveral Jaghires granted him. by the Nabob of the De- 
can in lands, ceded to the French Company, which ne 
enjoyed for ſeveral years after he returned to Europe, 
and indeed until the lands, upon which the Jaghires 
were granted, were taken from the French. And 
Monſieur Dupleix conſidered his title of honour, as 
an advantage to the French in thoſe parts. | 
As to the 4th reaſon, it is well known, was I ob- 
liged to purſue my remedy in the Mayor's Court, that 
the judges of that court are dependants upon the Com- 
pany: the appeal lies tg their preſident and council, 
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nay the perſon employed on my behalf, muſt be de- 
pendant on the Company. As to my reſorting to the - 
courts of the Emperor or the Nabob, no mandate or 
pres from any ſuch courts could be inforced againſt 
the Company; and were theſe reafons to prevail, 
every avenue to juſtice would be blocked up, andT_ 
ſhould enjoy the ſatisfaftion in my pwn mind, of hav- 
ing a right to what I now demand, without any reme- 
% (0 4 


1 ſhall end this memorial with ſome obſervations on 
the Company's affairs, at the time the lofs of their 
poſſeſſions in Bengal happened, and the regaining thoſe 
poſſeſſions, with all their preſent great adyantages. 
When the news of the misfortunes in Bengal firſt 
reached Madraſs, the whole town was flung into a 
conſternation, equal to that of the Court of Direc- 
tors, when the frſt adyices of it were brought to 
Home T leave it to Mr. Payne, who was then at 
the head of the Direction, to deſcribe what he and 
others ſuffered from their apprehenfions for the Com- 

any. Indeed it is the general opinion, that nothing 
[Ed the ſudden advice of the recovery of that va- 


luable ſettlement, which followed ſo cloſe upon the 


news of its loſs, could have prevented the Company's 
ſinking under ſuch a mis fortune. Te ee 

It was the unanimous opinion of the Governor 
and Council of Madraſs, that the Company could 
not exiſt without their poſleffions in Bengal. The 
.coaſt of Coromanded was a burthen to them; inſtead 


of defraying the Company's expences, out of the 


profits of its trade, it had incurred a debt of near 
half a million. Bombay and the Weft Coaſt (free 


from all diſturbances) ſcarce paid their expences ; ſo 


that there remained only a few ſhips to China, for. 
the Company's ſupport. Theſe confiderations, and a 
thorough perſuaſion that the Company muſt fall, if 
Bengal was-not recovered, induced the Governor and 
Council of Madraſs, to ſend ſuch a force as. might 
anſwer that purpoſe: I. was the perſon fixed upon to 
execute their deſigns; and as the force ſent was more 
than could be ſpared, conſiſtent with the ſafety of the 
Company's poſſeſſions on the coaſt of Coromandel, 

at 


* - 


L 
at that critical time (being juſt at the eve of a war 
with France) they inveſted me with a power, inde- 
pendant of the Governor and Council of Fort Wil- 
liam, that when the Company were re- inſtated in 
their poſſeſſions, they might be able to recall ſuch part 

of the forces under my command, as might be thought 
conſiſtent with the Company's intereſt, in other parts 
of India. „ E ants 4 

As ſoon as the ſufferers of Bengal were reſtored to 
their habitations, by the re-taking of Calcutta, and 
to peace, by the defeating of Surajah Dowla, they 
called upon me to. give up that independant power, 
which the Governor and Council of Madraſs had 
thought proper to intruſt me with, which: demand 1 
could not comply with, without being guilty of a 
breach of truſt... 215 . 

Thi. circumſtance laid me under many difficulties, 
both with the gentlemen of Bengal and Madraſs. The 
Governor and neil of the latter had ſent me poſi- 
tive orders to return with a part of the forces under 
my command, after the capture of Charnagore, and 
not knowing the cauſe, could not aceount for my diſ- 
obedience; the many dreadful conſequences to which 
J expoſed myſelf, in caſe of a miſcarriage, did not eſ- 
cape my reflection. I was under thete difficultics, 
when we began our march to dethrone Surajah 
Mr. Watts had ſettled every thing with Meer Jaf- 
fier, and the other great officers of ftate, who had all 
engaged in the moſt ſolemn manner, to declare them- 
ſelves, and join us with a large force, before we came 
to action. We marched within twenty miles of the 
Soubah's army, and then halted, to receive intelli- 
gence of the motions and intentions of our friends; 
when to our great ſurprize, Meer Jather gave us no 
hopes of his being able to join us, but expreſſed great 
apprehenſions oſ his and our letters being intercepted, 
and himſelf being put to death. I wrote repeatedly 
to him, to inſiſt upon his performing his engagements, 
and to join us, if it was only with 500 men. This 
had no effect; I then called a council of war, and put 
the queſtion, Whether with our own forces alone, e 

Without 


without the proſpect of aſſiſtance from Meer Jaffier, 
we ſhould march, and give the Nabob battle, and it 
2 in the negative. After this, I received a letter 
from Meer Jaffier, that the Nabob ſuſpecting his de- 
ſigns, had made him ſwear on the Koran, that he 
would not fight againſt him, and that he could not 
ive us his aſſiſtance. Let the Proprietors paint to 
fhemſelves what I muſt have ſuffered, under ſuch a 
complication” of diſtreſſed eiteumſtances; and let the 
Directors remember, that under all theſe diſadvanta- 
ges, I took upon me to march, and the Engliſh arms 
alone gained the battle of Plaſſey. It is true, the 
Directors, in their firſt flow of gratitude, conferred 
upon me an honour, I believe, never paid to any 
, other before, or ſince, by addreſſing a letter of thanks 
to me alone, ſigned by the whole court; and that I 
might be convinced of the ſincerity of their ſenti- 
ments, they ſent no leſs than ſix or eight of them, 
which I have in my poſſeſſion. Bat as length of time, 
and circumſtances, ſein to haveproduced another way 


of thinking in theſe | x7 egy J hope the Proprie- 


tors will excuſe me, if I aſſert, for the laſt time, that 
by the great acquifitions 'of wealth obtained by this 
event, and by the large ſums 'of money paid into 
their caſh, for bills, the Company were enabled to 
ſupply every exigence, and anfwer the demands of 
every ſettlement in India, during the whole courſe of 
the war. To Madraſs alone, was ſent upwards of 
000 J. which muſt inevitably have fallen, without 
uch aſſiſtance; and with that place, all India. The 
Company who uſed to ſend to India ſeveral hundred 
thouſand pounds a year, in bullion, were reheved 
from that difficulty ; which, at ſuch a juncture, they 
never could have ſurmounted; and from February 
1758, the time they received the advice of our ſuc- 
ceſs, to this day, they have ſent very little to the 
coaſt, and ſtill leſs to Bengal; ſo that this alone has 
been a ſaving to the nation of ſome millions ſterling. 
The lands ceded to the Company by Coffin Cawn, 
and all the advantages gained by the depoſition of 
Meer Jaffier, muſt appear as much a conſequence of 


the battle of Plaſſey, as the advantages which were 
35 | gained 


E . 
gained immediately after that victory: the whole 
amounting to Joo, ooo l. a year, may, at ten years 
purehaſe, be valued at ſeven milliens ſterling; the 
reſtitution madt to the ſufferers of Calcutta, and 


what was given by Meer Jaffier to the navy, army, 


and others, may be reckoned at 2,000,000]. fortunes 


acquired ſince, at a moderate computation, 1, 500, 000. 


the Company themſelves likewiſe received from Sura- 
jah Dowla and Meer Jaffier, 1, 500, ooo l. upon the 


whole, a clear gain to the nation of twelve millions 


ſterling. | | IS 
I ſhall conclude this ſubje@ with appealing. to the 
Court of Directors, for the truth of theſe facts, and 


call upon them to declare whether they think without 


the battle of Plaſſey, and its conſequences, the Eaſt 


India Company would have been at this time exiſting? | 


As great numbers of the Proprietors may be unac- 
quainted with theſe tranſact ions, I hope they will ex- 
cuſe the neceſſity I have been under, of laying the 
whole before them, which J ſubmit totheir-confidera- 


tion, zaſtice, and candour. Tp A ; | 
_ CLIVE. 
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Meer Jaffier Cawn Bahadr\ 57 Rajah Dulubram Bahadr\ 
„ _ \Alumgurthelnyincib ) 


A ſervant of the Ki A ſervant of the King 
AAllumgur the Iovingidle A 


Treaty executed by Meer Jaffier, ( une in his own 

| F 8G) t59: | 
SWEAR by God, and the Prophet of God, to 

' * abide by the terms of this treaty, whilſt I have life, 


F Meer Mahmud Faffier Cawn Behadr, 
$85.54 WF '@ Servant of "the King Allumgur. 


Treaty made with the Admiral and Colonel Clive 
T N Behadr, the other Counſellors Mr. Drake 
and Mr. Watts. | 


T 


: k k 


iſt. Whatever articles were agreed on in time of 

peace with the Nabob Surajah Dowla Munſur Ulme- 
| maleck Shah Kully Cawn Behadr Stybut Jung, I 

agree to and comply with. . 

2d. The enemies of the Engliſh are my enemies, 
whether they be Indians or Europeans. a 

3d. All the effects and factories belonging to the 
French in the provinces of Bengal (the Paradiſe of 
nations) and Bahar and Orixa, ſhall remain in the 
poſſeſſion of the Engliſh ; nor will I ever allow them 
any more to ſettle in the three provinces. ; 

4th. In conſideration of the loſſes which the Engliſh 
Company have ſuſtained by the capture and plunder 
of Calcutta by the Nabob, and the charges occafioned 
by the maintenance of their forces, I will give them 
one crore of rupees. 
Sth. For the effects plundered from the Engliſh 
inhabitants of Calcutta, I agree to give fifty lacks of 


8 
6th, For 


w 


ys | CG 
Sth. For the effects plundered from the Gentooss 
Muſſulmen, and others, ſubjects of Calcutta, twenty- 
five lacks of rupees {hall be given. | 


th. For the effects plundered from the Armenian 
inhabitants of Calcutta I will give the ſum of ſeven 
lacks of rupees. The diſtribution of the ſums allot- 
ted the natives, Engliſh inhabitants, Gentoos, and 
Muſſulmen, ſhall be left to the Admiral and Colonel 
Clive Sabut Jung. Behadr, and the reſt of the council, 
to be diſpoſed of by them to whom they think proper. 
. 8th. Within the Ditch which ſurrounds the 54h 
of Calcutta are tracts of land, belonging to ſeveral 
Zemindars 3 befides this I will grant the Engliſh 
Company ſix hundred yards without the ditch. 
gth. All the lands lying to the ſouth of Calcutta, 


as far as Culpee, ſhall be under the Zemindary of 


the Engliſh Company; and all rhe officers of thoſe 
parts ſhall be under their juriſdiction; the revenues 
to be paid by them (the Company) in the manner 
with other Zemindars. | 
Toth, Whenever I demand the Engliſh aſſiſtance, 
I will be at the charge of the maintenance of their 
troops. | 

_ Tith. I will not erect any new fortifications below 
Hughly, near the river Ganges. | 

12th. As ſoon as 1 am eſtabliſhed in the govern- 
ment of the three provinces, the aforeſaid ſums ſhall 


be faithfully paid, | hs 
Dated 15th Ramſan, in the fourth year of the 


reign. 
Tranſlation of the Sunnod granted te Col, Clive. 
1758. 


HIS MAJESTY, e 
N Saturday the 12th of Rebbeaſame, in the fourth 


of the e and happy reign, and the 1171 


year of the Hedgeree, in the Keſſalla of the Glory of 
the Nobility, and. Rank of Ameers, the Shrine of 
Grandeur and Dignity ; inſtructed both in the ways 


of Devotion and Wealth, to whom the true Glory of 
6 D 2 Religion 
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Religion and Kingdoms is known ; the Bearer of the 
Lance of Fortitude and Reſpect, the Embroiderer of 
the Carpet of Magnificence and Greatneſs, the Sup- 
port of the Empire and its Dependencies, to whom it 


is intruſted to govern and aggrandize the Empire, 


and Conductor of Victory in the Battles fought for 
the Dominion of the World; the Diſtributer of Life 


in the Councils of State, to whom the moſt ſecret 


Recefſey of the Myſteries of Government are diſco- 


vered; the Maſter of the Arts of Penetration $00 


Circumſpection, the Brightneſs of the Mirrour © 

Truth and Fidelity, the Light of the Torch of 
Sincerity and Integrity, who is admitted to, and con- 
tributes to, the Rete tai n of the Royal Coun- 
cils; a Participator of the Secrets of the Penetralia 
of Friendſhip, who prefides equally over the Sword 
and Pen; Moderator of the Aﬀairs of the Earth, 


Chief of the Cawns of the moſt exalted rank, the 


Pillar of Ameers of the greateſt Splendorz the Truft 
of the zealous Champions of the Faith, the Glory of 
Horſes in the Fields of War, and Adminiftrators of 
the affaits of the immoveable Empire; Counſellor of 
enlightened Wiſdom and exalted Dignity, adorned 
with Friendſhip and Honours, endowed with Dignity - 
and Diſcretion. Pillar of the Dominions of Solomon, 
the Diſtributor of Glory, Buxey of the Empire, 
Amer of Ameers, Hero of the Empire, Tiger of 
the Country, Mahmud Abmeed Cawn, the brave 


Tiger of War, the Commander in Chief of the Forces 
fo 


3 by Victory; the Tiger of Hind, mighty in 
— *- : | | 

And in the time of the Waga Magarree of the 
leaſt of the domeſtics of the he of Glory and 
Mary Saokaab. RI | 
This was written, the command (above) was paſſed, 
that Colonel Clive, an European, be favoured with a 
Munſub of the rank of 6000 and 5ooo horſe, and 
the title of Flower of the Empire, Defender of the 
Country, the Bravo firm in War.“ This was 
entered the 10th day of Rebbeaſame, in the 4th year, 
ane Eaddalt, ff”. 


- * 


To 


To the Glory of Nobility, and Rank of Ameers, the Shrine o 
randeur, Dignity inſtructed, &c. Be it entered in the Waka. 
2 ae mo pgs mot a2 » = 
Fri D 
8 23283 rs After the man- 
ef age g FAISSS ner of the 
Se et et 6 Waka, it is 
6000 Rank gps Wacluded. 
1 ; p 4 33255 | 25 
Written on the Day above: mentioned of the ſame Moon, of the 
; | glorious happy Reign! 


The Copy of this Sunnud was en- 


arree, on the 14th of Rabbaſams, 
- the Fourth Year of. his. Mae- 


tered in the Books of. Waka Pa- 
jeſty's reign.. 


YL 


nal to that 


Sun; 1171. The Servant of Allumgeer, 
che Waflike King, whoſe Glory 1 
of Jumſhad, mighty in 
War; the Flower of the Country, 
Chief of the Forces, the Glory 
of Victory; the Tiger of Hind, 
\ Mahmud Ahmeed Can, 
the brave Tiger of War, 
Buxey of the Empire, 
Ameet of Ameers, 
the Tiger of the, 


Count ry, 
Sun 4. 


— 


| Sun, 1 167, the Slave of 
Alumgeer, the War- 
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TheSlaveofAlungeer, the War 
. like King, the lower of the 
; Country; brave in War, 
: the glory of Wealth, 
3 2 Cawn, 
0 Behadre, 4 
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Tranſlation of a Perwannab (or Order) Ho the Nabob 
Shujah Ulmulk Hoſſum o'Dowla Meer Mahmud 
Taffier Cawn Bahdr Mohabut Sung, to the Honour- 

able Preſident and Council. 0 f 


E it known to the nobleſt of Merchants, the 

Engliſh Company, That whereas the Glory of 
the Nobility, Zubdut Ulmulk Nufleera Dowla Co- 
lone] Clive Subat Jung Behadr, has been honoured 
with a Munſub (or title) of the rank of 6000 and 
5000 horſe from the Imperial Court, and has exerted 
himſelf, in conjunction with me, with the moſt 
ſteady attachment, and in the moſt ſtrenuous man- 
ner, in the protection of the imperial territories; in 
recompence thereof, the Pergana (or county) of 
Calcutta, &c. belonging to the Chucta (or juriſdic- 
tion of Hughley, &c. of the Sircar Sauntgaum, &c. 


(or treaſury) dependant on the Calſa Shereefa and 


agueer, 8 to two hundred and twenty- 
two thouſand nine hundred and fifty-eight Sa. Rs. and 
ſomething more, conferred by the Dewannee Sunnud 
or King's Lord Treaſurer of the province) on the 

ngliſt Company, as their Zemindarrie, commencing 
from the month Poos, (or December) in the eleven 
hundred and fixty-fourth year: of the Bengal ſtyle, 


from the half of the ſeaſon Rabbee Sooſcanneel, in 


the eleven hundred and fixty-fifth year of the Bengal 
ſtyle, is appointed the Jagueer of the glory of the 
nobility aforeſaid, Tt ers ou to look upon the 
abovewritten perſon as the lawful Jagueerda (or Lord) 
of that place; and in the ſame manner as you for- 
merly delivered in the due rents of the government, 
according to the Kiſsbundee, (or written agreement) 
into the treaſury of the court, and the Jagucer taking 
a receipt under the ſeal of the Drogha (or Receiver- 
General) and Muſhreef, and Treaſurer; now in like 

manner 


(49.7 


manner you. are regularly to deliver to the above- 
mentioned Jagueerdar the rents, according to the 
ſtated payments, and receive a receipt from the 
aforefaid perſon. Be punctual in the ſtrict execution 
of this writing. Written the firſt of Zeckaida 6d. 
ſun (or year) of the reign, | 8 
It js paſſed. (The Nabob's mark.) 

N. B. Endorſements. =p 
(The Royran's ſigning.) 

| GSH D . ; H I 


| Copied in the books of entered in the books of the 


Huzzoor, the Dewannee, the 1ſt of the iſt of the 
Mohurrum, the 6th ſun (or year) of the reign, 
the Mohurrum, the 6th of the reign. 5 
"I N. B. | 7 
Signed by the Dewannee 
eſhker, or Accomptant 


Secretary. N. B. 


Explanation of the Terms uſed in Colonel Clive's Per- 


wannah for his Fagucer. 


Perwannah, A warrant, or a letter from any perſan 
in a ſuperior ſtation to a dependant. 7 

Munſub, A dignity. 2 

Calſa Shereef, The office in which all the King's 
accounts are paſſed. | 1 
Fagucer, Lands aſſigned by the King for the main- 
tenance of a Munſubdar, or contradiſtinction to the 
Calix. It fignifies the revenues appropriated to the 
uſe of the Subahdre and his fam | 


ily. | 
Dewannee, The Dewan is the King's agent for the 


collection of his revenues. 


Rebbee. The year in all public regiſters is divided | 
into two ſeaſons, the one called Kherief, which com- 


1 ang; the months of Aſſin, Cartie, Aghun, Poos, 
Maug, Phagum ; the other Cheif, Byſaac, Int, Aſſar, 


Sawun, Bhadun. The latter half of the ſeaſon Relba 
. 1 I D 4. -_ commences 


4 


Signed by the Nabob Nloon. 
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C3 
commences 1 of the Month Aﬀar, on the 12th of 
J une, from which time the Jagueer takes place. 
Li ſibundee, A contract from the acquittance of a 
debt by Rated payment. | 
" Huzzoor, Literally the preſence, applied by way of 
eminence to the Nabob's courts. © ng: 

 Heſkaneel, I have not had time to inform myſelf of 
the exact meaning of rhis word, but believe it to be 
the name of the preſent year, the regiſters of this em- 
pire accounting a perpetual revolution of twelve 
years, each of which is differently. named. 


ALETTEA to ROBERT CLIVE, Eſq; 
„„ RY TM | 
O VR moft ſerious attention has been devoted fo the 

commands of our Honourable Employers per 
Hardwick, naming a rotation of Governors for the 
future n of their affairs at this ſettlement ; 
and having duly weighed the nature of this regula- 
tion, with all its attending conſequences, a ſincere 
conviction of its being, in our preſent ſituation and 
eircumſtances, repugnant to the true intereſt of our 
Honourable Maſters, and the welfare of the ſettle- 
ment in general, obliges us (though with the utmoſt 
reſpect and deference) to believe, that had our em 
ployers been apprized of the preſent ſtate of their af- 
fairs in this kingdom, they would have placed the pre- 
fidentfhip in ſome one perfon, as the cleareſt and 
eafieft method of conducting their concerns, as well 
as preſerving and maintaining the weight and inffuence 
the late happy revolution has given us with the Soabah 
of theſe provinces ; on which influence, at the pre- 
ſent period, the intereſt and welfare of the Company 
Fr in the higheſt degree at this fettlement. The 
difficulties we may be liable to by a rotation in the 
executive part of government, with its conſequences, 
Are ſufficiently obvious in our preſent ſtate of affairs: 
we will, however mention, only a few points. The 
\ treaty With the Nabob not perfected in all its bran- 
ches; the poſſeſſions of the lands incompleat; the 
Bd a . N ſet⸗ 


— 


[ 4 
ſettlements in no poſture of de 
ſiderably reinforced with military and a fleet; their 
deſigns with reſpect to Bengal hitherto unknown ; and 
the _—_— of impreſſing a proper idea of this 
divided power in the minds of the Soubah and others 
of this kingdom, who have at all times been accuſ- 
tomed to the government of a fingle perſon. A little 
reflection will introduce many more, and clearly evince 
the neceſſity of this addreſs. | | 
The gentlemen nominated Governors, in the Hon. 
Company's commands per Hardwick, have the higheſt 
ſenſe of gratitude for the honour conferred on them 
by our Employers in their appointment, but deem 
themſelves in duty bound, at this juncture of affairs, 
to wave all perſonal honours and advantages ; and de- 
clare, as their ſentiment, That a rotation in the exe- 
eutive part of government, for, the foregoing reaſons, 
would be extremely prejudicial to the real intereſt of 
the Company; in which opinion we unanimouſly 
concur, and judge it for the welfare of our Honoura- 
ble Employers, and of the ſettlement in general, to 
deviate in this inſtance from the commands of our 
Honourable Maſters, and fix the Preſidentſhip ina ſin- 
ole perſon, till we-hear further from Europe. 
© Your being named as head of the General Com- 
mitter (in he letter of the third of Auguſt laſt) 
_ eſtabliſhed at that time for conducting the Company's 
affairs in Bengal; your eminent ſervices, abilities, 
and merit, together with your ſuperior weight and in- 
fluence with the preſent Soubah and his officers, are 
motives which have great force with us on this occa- 
fion, and all concur in pointing out you as the perſon 
beſt able to render our Honourable Employers neceſſary 
ſervice at this juncture, till they ſhall make their fur- 
ther pleaſure known, by the appointment of a Preſi- 
dent for their affairs here, | 2 
Theſe reaſons urge us to make you an offer of be- 
ing Preſident of the Company's affairs in Bengal, till 
a perſon is appointed by the Honourable Company; 
and we flatter ourſelves you will be induced to accept 
of our offer, from your wonted regard to the intereſt 
of our Honourable bye, and zeal for the wel- 
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fare of their affairs, which, we doubt not, you are, 
as well as ourſelves, convinced will be much preju- 
diced by 4 rotation in the executive part of govern- 


n 1 
We want your reply, and liave the honour to be, 
„„ 
VPour moſt obedient | 
and moſt humble Servants, 
„ „ Wm. Watts. 
 * Bart William, tf C. Manningham. . 
200 Tune, 1758...  ' Nick. Becher. 
x #6 „ 
k BBD, W, Mackett. 


Tho. Boddam. 


Minutes out of the Court Books of the Eaſt India 
34 2 4. - Company. PEW 


A T. a Court of Directors held, on Wedneſday, 
February 6, 1754, minutes of the Committee of 
correſpondence, dated the th inſtant, being read, it 
was unanimouſly C 
Reſolved, That a ſword ſet with diamonds, to the 
value of 5ool. be preſented by the court to Captain 
Robert Clive, as a token of their eſteem for him, and 
ſenſe of his ſingular ſervices to the Company upon the 
coaſt of Coromandel. | Pi Pe. + 
At a general court held on Wedneſday, December 
21, 1757, on a motion, and the queſtion being put, 
It was | | e 
Reſolved, That the thanks of the general court be 
given to Lieutenant Colonel Robert Clive, for his 
eminent and ſignal ſervices to this Company. _- 
', 38 | At a general court held on Wedneiday, Sep. 24, 
1 1760, the chairman from the Court of Directors in- 
Vit EM formed this court, that ſuch important ſervices had 
been rendered to the Company in the Eaft Indies by 
Vice-Admiral Pocock, and the Cotonels Clive and 
Lawrence, as appeared from the accounts formerl 
laid before this court, and lately reccived, to demanc 
ſome farther marks of the Court's ſenſe * 
9 n 


4 2 3 
than had been already expreſſed; and moving the 
Court thereupon, it was on the queſtion 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this Court 
be given to Vice-Admiral Pocock, Colonel Robert 


Clive, and Colonel Stringer Lawrence, for their 


many eminent and ſignal ſervices to this Company. 
And another motion being made, a Be 
Ordered, That the Chairman, and Deputy Chair- 
man, wait upon thoſe Gentlemen, and acquaint 
them with this mark of this Court's great regard for 
their ſervices. | | 
And another being made, it was on the queſtion 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Chairman and De- 
puty, when they wait upon Vice-Admiral Pocock, 
Colonel Clive, and Colonel Lawrence, will defire 
thoſe Gentlemen to give their conſent that their Por- 
traits and Statues, be taken, in order to be placed in 
ſome conſpicuous parts of this Houſe; that their 
eminent and ſignal ſervices to this Company, may 
be ever had in remembrance. 5 10 
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Copy of the Company's Letter to Colonel CLIVE, dated 


5.1 is 


O UR ſentiments of gratitude for the many great 
ſervices you have rendered to this Company, to- 
gether with the thanks of the General Court, have 
been hitherto conveyed thro? the channel of our ge- 
neral letters, but the late extraordinary and unex- 
peed revolution in Bengal, in which you had ſo 
prone a ſhare of action, both in the Cabinet and the 
Field, merits our more particular regard; and we do 
_ accordingly embrace this opportunity of returning 
you our moſt fincere and hearty thanks for the zeal, 
good conduct, and intrepidity, which you have 10 
eminently exerted on this glorious 3. peg as well 
as for the great and ſolid advantages reſulting there- 
from to the Eaſt India Company. . 
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We earneſtly wiſh your health may permit your 

, continuance in — bo ſuch further term as wil 

give you an opportunity of ſecuring the foundation 


og © 7% 


tter by this conveyance; to which we have an- 
nexed an additional allowance of one thouſand pounds 
a year, as a teſtimony of our great regard for you. 
33 We are, your loving Friends, 
London, ? 1 


John Dorrien on Payne, 
G. Stevens, au. Sulivan, 
Charles Chambers, Il Raymond, 
John Brown, Chriſ. Burrow, 

. Weſtern, M. Impey, | 
Hen. Hadley, ohn Manſhip, 
Timothy Tullie, Tho. Phipps, 
Cha. Gough, you Raymond, 
Tho. Saunders, Rob. Jones. 


Te the Hon, Robert Clive, Eq; 


FP "DIES EE 
Company's General Letter |: Bengal, dated March 8, 


Paragraph I N our Letter of the ad inſtant. we la- 
the 23 I & * ge _ 0 


* 


mented the ſituation of the many un- 


happy people who had loft their property on the cap- 
ture of Fort William, and had no relief from the 
_ treaty concluded with the late Nabob ; in compaſſion 

| te 


to their ſufferings we recommended your applying to 


him on their behalf for relief, if yon had the leaſt 
rohability of ſucceeding.. It is with great pleaſure 
we find,. that the late happy reyolution and your care, 
have produced what we had very little reaſon to 


4 


expect from the late Nabob. A grant from the pre- 
ſent Nabob of ſuch, large ſums to make good the 


lofſes of the ſeveral inhabitants, as we are ſatisfied 
are much more than ſufficient to indemnify them, 
even with intereſt thereon. Altho”. the Nabob gives 


the Company a crore, of rupees, yet, when the im- 


menſe expence of maintaining the ſettlement at Fulta, 
the military charges of our troops from Fort St, 
George and Bombay, and the hazard thoſe prefi- 
dencies have been expoſed to by drawing them off 


from thence, the charges of fortifications and rebuild- 


ings, replacing ſtores, increaſe of our garriſon, the 
loſs of a ſeaſon's inveſtments, if not more, and many 
other obvious particulars are taken into the account, 
it will appear that the Company will. fill be conſi- 
derable ſufferers; it is highly reaſonable therefore, if 
the ſeveral. inhabitants are paid out of the money 
ſtipulated in the treaty with the Nabob for that pur- 
pole, the full amount of their reſpective loſſes, to- 
2 with intereſt thereon, that all the ſurplus 
ſhould, be applied to the Company's uſe. We ſhall 
expect to hear you have acted in this manner, and 
that ſuch ſurplus has been. accordingly depoſited in our 
caſh; and we direct that you obſerve this as a rule 
for. your conduct, in the 9 of. any further 
ſums of money on this account. We do not intend 
by this to break in upon any ſums, of money which 
have been given by the Nabob to particular perſons by 
way of free gift or gratuity for their ſervices, it is 
the ſurplus of the ſums we mean which are agreed to 
be paid by the Nabob in the Ja 6th, and 7th 
articles of the treaty with him. It it thought proper 
here to acquaint you, that. ſuch ſurpluſſes, whatever 


they are, we propoſe to expend in ſuch manner, 23 


will tend to the general utility and ſecurity of the 


ſettlement, they are therefore to be reſerved. for our 
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farther orders: and you are hereby directed to wag. 
mit us, for our information, . accounts of every 
petſon's loſs, whether Engliſh or other inhabitants, 
on the- late capture of Fort William, and what has 
been paid to each of them in particular, by way of 
indemnification for the ſame, out of the monies 
PHE: by os Nabob for that purpoſe. 8 


rener. of a Treaty between the Nabob Meer Mah- 


* Coſſin Cawn « and the N 
Com (. der, Mabmud * 
e : =”) | ee Dann ee) a 


| Ton e hive a written of 5 hams tenor, 

and reciprocally exchanged, containing the arti- 
cles undermentioned, between Meer Mahmud Coflin 
Cawn Bahader, and the Nabob Sheemſo Dowla Baha- 
der, Governor, and the reſt of the Council for the af- 
fairs of the Engliſh Company, and during the life of 
Meer Mahmud Coffin Cawn Bahader, and the dura- 
tion of the factories of the Engliſh Company in this 


- country, this agreement ſhall; remain-in force. Gor 


is witneſs between us that the following articles ſhall 
in no wiſe be infringed by either party. 
Article I. The Nabob, Meer Mahmud Jaffier Cawn 
Bahader, ſhall continue in poſſeſſion of his dignities, 
and all affairs be tranſacted in his name, and a ſuitable 
income be allowed for his expences. 

Art. II. The Neibut of the Subadarne of Bengal, 
Ka, and Cerifla, &c. ſhall be conferred b his 
excelleney (the Nabob) on Meer Mahmud Coflin 
Cawn Bahader; he ſhall be veſted with the admini- 
ſtration of all affairs of the provinces, and, after his 
excellency, he ſhall proceed to the government. 

Art. I . Betwixt us, and Meer Mahmud Coffin 
Cawn Bahader, a firm friendſhip” and union is eſtab- 
liſhed; his enemies are our enemies, and his friends 


| are our friends. 
| Art. IV. 


3 WWW 
Art. IV. The Europeans and Talingas of the En- 
Hſh army, ſhall be ready to aſſiſt the Nabob Meer 
Nabmud Coſſin Cawn Bahader, in the management of 
all affairs; aud, in all affairs dependant on him, the 
ſhall exert themſelves to the utmoſt of their abilities. 
Art. V. In all charges of the Company, and of the 
ſaid army and provinces for the filled, &c. the lands of 


Burdwan and Midnapoor, and Chittagaum ſhall be aſ- 


ſigned; and ſunnuds for that purpoſe ſhall be written 


and granted: the Company is to ſtand to all loſſes, 


and receive all the profits of theſe three countries; and 
we will demand no more than the three aſſignments 
aforeſaid. | 

Art, VI. One half the chunams produced at Silet 
for three years, ſhall be purchaſed 5 the Gomaſtah 
of the Company from the people of the government, 
at the cuſtomary rate of that place. The tenants and 
inhabitants of thoſe diſtricts ſhall recelve no injury. 

Art. VII, The balance of the former tuneaw ſhall 
be paid according to the kiſtbundee agreed upon with 
the Royroyans; the jewels which have been pledged 
ſhall be received back again. 


Art. VIII. We will not allow the tenants of the 


Sircan to ſettle in the lands of the Engliſh Company; 
neither ſhall the tenants of the Company be allowed 
to ſettle in the lands of the Sircan. 

Art. IX, We will give no protection to the depen- 
dants of the Sircan in the lands, or in the factories of 
the Company; neither ſhall any protection be given to 
the dependants of the Company in the lands of the Sir- 
can; and whoſoever ſhall fly to either party for refuge 
{ſhall be given up. _ | 

Art. X. The meaſures for the war or peace with 
the Shah Zada, and raifing ſupplies of money, and 
concluding both theſe points, ſhall be weighed in the 


ſcale of reaſon, and whatever is judged expedient ſhall _ 


be put in execution; and it ſhall be ſo contrived, by 
the joint counſellors, that he be removed from this 
country, nor ſuffered to get an footing in it: whether 
there be peace with the Shah Zada or not, our agree- 


ments with Meer Mahmud Bahader, we will (by the 
; grace 
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RE, Go) n e obſerve, as long. as the En- 
rigs continue in this country. 
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EE wy Sig u mann of Meer Mahmud Coffin Cawn.) 
'£ This was ſealed on the 18th of the month of 
Ni * in the eleven hundredth and 74th year 
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CONSELL OR 
„ W KR 
: + ; ro THE | 

| PROPRIETORS of EAST-INDIA STOCK, 

; ON THE SUBJECT 40 „ 

LORD CLIVE's JAGHIRE, 


OCCASIONED BY 


% 


The precedin LzTTzR of his Loxpskir on 
chat Sabjeck, publiſhed in the Vear 1764. 


| Saturday, April 28, 1764. 
A the noble Lord, to whom the ſupreme com- 
| mand, civil and military, of your ſettlements 
and armies in Bengal, was lately offered by a reſolu- 
tion of a General Court, has thought fit to inſiſt on 
certain terms as the conditions of his accepting that 
appointment; as you are now called on by an adver- 
tiſement in the news-papers to meet again on Wedneſ- 
day next for the purpoſe, ag it is generally underſtood, 
of conſidering and deciding on thoſe terms, one of 
which is ſaid to be your acquieſcence in his Lordſhip's 
claim to a rent or tribute of 30,0007. a year for lands 
in the Company's poſſeſſion in that province; as this 
claim is of a nature not very generally underſtood z 
as it is nevertheleſs of infinite importance to the 
2 that it ſhould be rightly underſtood before 
_ 1t 18 determined; and as it is probable the proceedings 
of the next General Court, like thoſe of the former, 
will be conducted with —— violence and 9 
| * 
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perſons intereſted to miffepreſent and miſlead, that 


it will be difficult, perhaps impoſſible, to explain it 


there; for all theſe rcaſons, a Proprietor and friend of 
the Company takes this as a more eligible method of 


offering you his ſentiments, the reſult; however ha- 


12 expreſſed, of proper information and of cool and 
di e inquiry. 2 | 
AS : + 


will be neceſſary to premiſe, leſt more ſhould be 


expected than is intended, that I do not mean to med- 


dle with any other parts of the letter addreſſed to you 
by the noble Lord, and publithed at the eve of the 
late election, than ſuch as relate to this claim; nor 
to advert to that letter at all, further than 1s material 
to the ſubject in my own way of conſidering it. 
Without further preface then, which perhaps 1s 
not neceſſary ; or, if it be, the time will not allow; 
J proceed to the conſideration of the ſeveral queſ- 
tions, into which the ſubje& ſeems naturally to re- 
ſolve itſelf, 1:The propriety of the noble Lord's 
conduct abroad in relation to the fubje& matter of his 
claim. 2. The validity of his claim. And 3. The 
probable conſequences of your acquieſcence in it. 

To underſtand the firſt of thoſe queſtions rightly, 
it is neceflary. you ſhould have a right notion of the. 
ſtate of the country, and of the Company's affairs 
there at that period. ; „„ 

Vou will recollect, that Surajah Dowla, the reign- 
ing Soubah of Bengal, having plundered your ſettle- 
ments, deſtroyed many of your ſervants, and driven 
out the reſt from his dominions, to recover thoſe: ſet- 
tlements and proſecute this war on the part of the 
Company, a fleet and army was ſent from Madraſs. 
This armament arriving ſafely, and its firſt opera- 
tions proving ſucceſsful, the Soubah found himſelf 
conftrained to enter into a treaty, reſtoring your ſet- 
tlements, and engaging. to reſtore or make ſatisfaction 
for the plunder : but his motions indicating an inten- 
tion to diſregard this treaty, and, as the noble Lord 
ſays, to extirpate the Englith as ſoon as the troops 
and ſquadron left the river; it was judged neceſſary to 
renew the war, and to diſarm him of the power of 
doing further miſchief, Each fide accordingly — 

. curred 


1 „ 
curred to arms, and after ſome operations of little 
importance, in which the Engliſh were ſtill ſucceſsful, 

they obtained at length a deciſive victory at Plaſſey. 
2 To whom our thanks were due for theſe ſucceſſes, 
whether the merit, as well as the honour, of that 
victory is to be wholly aſcribed to the noble Lord, 
as his zealous friends would perſuade. us, or what 
degree of credit is due to the whiſpers then very 
current in India, which have ſince found their way 
to Europe, and point our gratitude to other or, 
it is foreign to our preſent. purpoſe to inquire. Hay- 
ing no reſentments to gratify, nor any ſpleen to 
indulge, I confine my inquiries into_the noble Lord's 


conduct to ſuch parts of it only as reſpect the 


queſtion before us, | 4 
It ſuffices then to obſerve, that the Engliſh arms, 
and the Engliſh arms alone, having obtained this 
victory, the Company were now the maſters of 
Bengal; or (to uſe the noble Lord's words) © the 


Company acquired and had delivered into their, hands 


the abſolute power over the three provinces of Bengal, 
Bahar, and rixa, Whoſe, ordinary annual revenues 
produce three millions and a half ſterling, inſomuch 


that they were enabled to ſet up and eſtabliſh, in the 


Soubahſhip any perſon they thought fit.” 


In this ſituation we are to inquire what ought to 
have been done, and what was done. : 
To ſhorten this inquiry, I decline going into a 
particular diſcuſſion of the queſtion, whether it was 
moſt for your intereſt to ſet up a new Soubah, or 
retain the Soubahſhip in your own hands: A queſ- 


tion on which ſome of the moſt able and beſt informed 


of the Company's ſervants differ in opinion, each 
ſupporting his own with arguments that deſerve more 
conſideration than we have leiſure to afford them. 
It is to be obſerved however, that the engagements 
entered into with Meer Jaffier, in the ſecret nego- 
ciation conducted by Mr. Watts, previous to the 
battle which ended in the defeat and death of the 
Soubah, do not appear to have afforded any juſt ob- 
jection to the victors making whatever uſe of the 
victory they thought moſt proper ; thoſe engage- 
E ments 
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* nts being entered into, and the ſcheme of placing 
Meer Jaffier in a government to which he had no 
pretence of title being adopted, in expectation of 
that 'officer's active concurrence with the troops 
under his command in the execution of a plan by 
which he was to profit ſo largely, and under an en- 
1 on his part ſo to do: Inſtead of which, 
inſtead of joining the Engliſh army, and actin 
againſt the Soubah, the crafty old traitor, determin 
in all events to ſecure himſelf, had actually rejoined 
the Soubah before the battle, and by his conduct at 
that time raifed well- grounded ſuſpicions of that 
inſincerity of which the Company has ſince had fo 
much experience: In the action itſelf he took no 
art, and ſo doubtful was it, what part he inclined 
do take, that it was thought neceflary, when his 
troops advanced, to employ your artillery to compel 
him to retire. With ſo little merit, and fo little 
faith on his part, there could be no reaſon for a 
' fcrupulous adherence, or indeed for any attention 
on yours to the engagements entered into with this 
man, who had himſelf fo groſsly neglected them. 
It is to be preſumed thereford that the noble Lord 
was induced to prefer and to perſevere in the plan of 
- » rathing Jaffier to the Soubahſhip from an opinion, that 
the government of a native would be more readily 
ſubmitted to, and would be equally beneficial to the 
Company; as the*new Soubah was a creature of your 
own, raiſed by your arms, and without any other 
effectual reſource for his future fi : Nor does 
there appear, all circumſtances confidered, fufficient 
reaſon to pronounce, that thoſe who entertained this 
opinion judged amiſs. It may be doubted, whether 
à territorial ſovereignty of ſuch extent could be 
properly governed under the limited powers of a 
Company inſtituted for very different purpoſes : And 
it ſeems pretty certain, that in the neceſſary attention 
to this object the Company muſt have. loſt fight of 
the commercial principles of its original eſtabliſhment, 
an eſtabliſhment, which, in a country like ours, 
would 8 be ill exchanged for all the revenues 
of the Soubahſhip, could they be ſafely collected and 
tranſmitted hither. +- | hs 
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It cannot however be queſtioned, but chat, with 


the e in your hands of * of the Sou- 
ould think proper, 


bahſhip itſelf in any manner you 
it was the duty of thoſe, who exerciſed this power 


on your behalf, to make ſuch a diſpoſition of it as 
would pr age ſecure to the Company the juſt and 


proper objects of the enterpriſe in which that power 
was acquired; and thoſe were reſtitution and ſatis- 
faction for paſt injuries, and a proper eſtabliſhment 
to prevent future. | „ | 

For the firſt of thoſe purpoſes a large ſum of money 


was ſtipulated to be paid by Meer ſaffier. Let us ſee 
e ſecond, aud this is the 


vrhat care was taken of 
material point of our inquiry. 


In former wars among the country powers, your 


ſervants, minding their proper buſineſs only, affec- 


ting no other character than that of merchants, and 
taking no part witk either of the contending parties, 


were wholly unconcerned in the event. Pretending 
to no power, they provoked neither jealouſy nor re- 
ſentment: Their ſuppoſed wealth expoſed them now 
and then to exactions and oppreſſions, in common 
with the other inhabitants of the country; but Su- 


raja Dowla was probably the firſt of the princes of | 


Hindoſtan, who thought it his intereſt to extirpate 
them: in all changes of the government hitherto, 
they were ſuffered, whoever prevailed, to go on as 
before, and were conſidered as a uſeful, induſtrious 
people, whoſe commerce enriched the country, and 
increaſed the public revenues. Perhaps it would have 
been happy for the Company, if they had never. 
been known to the natives of Hindoſtan in any other 
character. | | £2 

Your ſituation was now much changed. Having 
the whole in your power, you. were. now to deter- 
mine, whether your future eftabliſhment in this 
country was to be wholly commercial, wholly mi- 
litary, or a compound of both. Having determined 
to place Meer Jaffier in the Soubahſhip, it was further 
to be determined, whether you ſhould yourſelves re- 
turn to your old ſyſtem, or adopt a new one. 
e bs E 3 | Your 
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however ſucceſsfully executed. 
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Your. old ſyſtem was-moſt agreeable to your con- 


| ſtitution, and, if it could be ſafely purfued, more 
_ to produce you the regular returns you expe 


urope, than any ſcheme of 3 or conqueſt, 
8 It might be hoped, 
that, under the protection of a Soubah of your own 
creation,” you might be permitted to purſue your 
trade with at leaſt as much advantage as heretofore, 
and enjoy the juſt profits of that trade unincumbered 


in 


with military expences. 


On the other hand it might be reaſonably doubted, 
whether your ſettlements could now ſubſiſt in the 
defenceleſs condition they had hitherto been. Hav- 
ing taken up arms, and proved by your ſucceſſes your 
ſuperior ſkill in the uſe of them, it was to be feared 


the country powers, who had experienced the weight 
of your interpoſition, would lay hold of the firſt 


opportunity to cruſn an eſtabliſhment they had found 
to be ſo dangerous and formidable. The new Sdubah 
himſelf (reaſoning only from the general treachery of 
the country, and without lay ing ſtreſs on his per- 
ſonal character more particularly ſtained with that 


vice) was unlikely, ſhould he ever find himſelf firmly 
eſtabliſned, to be reſtrained, by motives of gratitude 


from employing his power to the deſtruction of thoſe 


Who . it him. As a more immediate danger, the 


ſucceſſes of the French in the Deckan gave reaſon to 
apprehend a vifit from them in Bengal; nor were 
they the only European neighbours, whoſe enter- 
r it behoved the Company to guard againſt. 

eyond all this, it was not to be expected, that the 
newly appointed Soubah ſhould be able to eftabliſh 
himfelf in that dignity, or maintain it a moment, 
without a continuance of the ſame ſupport by which 
he had been raiſed to it. Theſe reaſons concurring 
ſeemed to evince the propriety of erecting new and 
expenſive fortifications, and of raiſing a large military 
force to be kept in conſtant pay, provided this could 
be done without detriment to your trade. Burt it is 
obvious, to all who know the enormous expence of 
a military - eſtabliſhment - in that country, that the 
„„ $i. ; neceſſary 


| [$67] 

neceſſary charge of raiſing thoſe fortifications, and 
maintaining that force, would exceed, perhaps' in a 
zuadruple proportion, the whole profits of your trade 
there. In ſhort, the ſecurity of your trade required 
the protection of fortifications and a military force; 
and yet to adopt that plan, without ſome other fund 
to ſupport the expence of it, was apparently deſtructive 
to the trade it was meant to ſupport. mT” 
The obvious and only expedient was, to appropriate 
to this uſe a ſufficient part of the revenues of the coun- 
fry, the whole of which were become your own by a 
much better title than they had been his from whom 
you took them: And this appears to have been the 
noble Lord's idea at the time of preparing the articles, 
which he inſtructed Mr. Warts to propoſe to Jafher ; 
one of which was, That a tract of land be made 
over to the Enghſh Company, whoſe revenues ſhall be 
lufficient to maintain a proper force of Europeans and 
Seapoys to keep out the French, and aſſiſt the govern- 
ment againſt all enemies. + 


For this purpoſe the gth article of the treaty with 
Jaffier provides, that All the lands lying to the ſouth 
of Culpee ſhall be under the zemindary of the Engliſh 


Company, and all the officers of thoſe parts ſhall be 
under their juriſdiction; the revenues to be paid b 
them in the ſame manner with other Zemindars. 


The treaty contains a further engagement on the part 


of the intended Soubah, to defray the charge of the 
- Engliſh troops, when he ſhould call for their aſſiſtance, 
whilſt actually employed in his ſervice : but, for the 
conſtant regular expence of maintaining an army in 
readineſs to be ſo employed when called for, the qth 
article befare-mentioned is the only proviſion. By this 
article, the Company were to become Zemindars or 
renters of thoſe lands, at the old rents uſually paid by 
former Zemindars, amounting to near 30,0001. per 
annum. To derive any advantage from this you were 


to find under tenants to farm the lands at improved 


rents; and the difference between the old rents you 
were to pay, and the improved rents you might receive, 
whatever that ſhould be was to be your profit, the fund 
3 : E 4 3 1 


7 Memoirs of the revolution in Bengal, Page 90. 
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to ſuppart the future military eftabliſhment. which the 


new lyſtem had rendered neceſſary. 


+ 


. The, firſt obſeryation, that ſtrikes one on reading 
this article, is the ſtrange impropriety of reſerving theſe 
lands to the Company in the character of renters only, 
inſtead of retaining to your uſe the abſolute property 
and dominion; inconſiſtently ſubjecting the. Company 
to 2 dependence on that very government which your 
ſervants were then eſtabliſhing, when the object of the 
reſervation was a force to maintain an independance of 
that government, and indeed to continue the goyern= 
ment itſelf for ever dependent on the Company. This 
dependence of Zemindars on the Soubah may be 
thought of little conſequence, but it is not ſo. The 
noble Lord himſelf thinks otherwiſe, when he men- 
tions 1t as one of the circumſtances that gave him plea- 
ſure in reading his patent, That the Company was 
thereby | freed from all dependance on the govyern- 
ment. I ego along with the noble Lord in thinking 
it very defireable that the Company ſhould be freed 
from this dependence; but if his Lordfhip thinks, that 
the proper way of freeing the Company was to, ſubſti- 
tute himſelf in the place of the goyernment, there we 
The more important conſideration however upon 
- this article is, the competency of the fund it provides 
to the purpoſes for which it was provided. The nett 
produce of the lands for the firſt year (1758) I am well 
informed, was 14,041 l. 38. after diſcharging the rent. 
From that time the Company have received no regular 
accounts; but the ſums paid into the treaſury at Cal- 
cutta, ſubject to the rent and perhaps to other deduc- 
tions, are ag follow: For 1759, 43,7491. 13s. — For 
1760, 69,8391. 148. — For 1761, 4:45". I7 6. — 
For 1262, 70,1041. 13s. — On a medium. therefore 
of theſe five years, the produce of theſe lands appears 
to have been about 60,000]. a year, ſubject toaclear rent 
equal to one half of that produce, and the other half 
only is the fund, by which your military eſtabliſhment 

was to be ſupported ; a fund ſo diſproportionate, that 
it is almoſt ridiculous to haye been ſo minute in this 

Part of our inquiry. N Y 
at Yet 


| . 

_ Yet to give you a general notion of the expence af - 
2 military eſtabliſhment in Bengal, and at the ſame 
time to ſet you right in ſome facts, which through in- 
tereſt or f have been ſtrangely miſreprelented 
(and which is the more neceſſary, as a project is ſaid 
to be on foot for rendering this article ſtill more ex- 
penſive than it has hitherto been) it is fit you ſhould 
15 that, from the acceffion of Meer Jaffier to the 
Soubahſhip in 0 57 to the 14th of June 1760, (which 
was not long before his depoſition) the whole ſum paĩd 
into your Bengal treaſury. from eyery ſource, includ- 


ing the produce of your exports to that country, and 
all that could be got from the Soubah of the large ſum 
he had ſtipulated to pay by way of reimburſement for 


your former loſſes and expences, and excluding only 
occaſional 7 7 to Madraſs and your other ſettle- 
ments, was ſo fully exhauſted by the vaſt charge of 
your military forces and military works added to the 
ordinary expence of the ſettlement, that Mr, Holwell, 


the then governor, in a letter of that date, which he 


has lately publiſhed, + repreſenting to General Caillaud 
the then ſtate of the ſettlement, tells him there remain- 
ed in the treaſury but one lack and a half of rupees, 
without any hope of a, further ſupply, even by bor- 


rowing ; ſo low was the Company's credit, —The bare 


ay of your troops, we learn by the ſame letter, 
amounted to 50,000 rupees a month, excluſive of the 
charge of military ſtores, &c, which he.calls immenſe; 
and the charges of the works then carrying on amount- 
ed to nearly twice as much more, "Thoſe works were 

projected by the noble Lord, and carried on under his 
dire&ion, as long as he thought fit to remain in India ; 
and this article of expence alone 1s eſtimated at up- 
wards of 580,000 1. ſterling. So far is it from being 
true, as has been infinuated and indeed aſſerted, that, 
out of the vaſt ſums paid into your treaſury in conſe- 
quence of the treaty with Meer Jaffier, you have been 
reimburſed your whole damages, loſſes, and expences, 
and enabled to carry on the whole trade of India for 3 
years, beſides ſupporting your military expences both 
in Bengal and Coromandel, that I have the beſt autho- 


+ Mr. Holwell's addreſs to the Proprietors, &c. p. 58. 
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rity to ſay, the whole of your exports to Bengal dure 


neceſſary to be regulated between the future 


WT 


ing that period have been abſorbed by thoſe expences, 
and your ſervants there obliged to draw upon the Com- 
any here for more than the value of your imports. 
Nay, even fince the . of an additional reve- 
nue, procured you by Mr. Vanſittart, to the amount 
of near 600, ooꝙ l. a year, it is inconceivable how ſmall 
a balance remains to the Company upon your whole 
revenue in that province, thus augmented, after de- 
fraying the expence of maintaining your preſent eſtab: 
. | SEK, e 


Was it not then the duty of thoſe, who on behalf 
of the Company adopted a military plan neceſſarily 
attended with ſuch expence, to have reſerved a fund 
in ſome degree adequate to ſupport that expence; and 


will it be pretended that 30,000. a year was, or could 


be, under dag nay and with any oeconomy, 
TU 


nd? I mean not, it would be unjuſt, to 


an adequate 


impute the 7 to the gentleman who ſettled the 


treaty with Jather (Mr. Watts.) Under the circum- 


ſtances he was, it would be too much to expect from 


him a complete and perfect regulation of every thing 

| 7 | | E uba © 
and the Company. It is indeed a high degree of 
merit in him to have done ſo much towards it; and 
he will be found, on a compariſon of the articles he 
fioned with thoſe recommended to him, to have made 
a treaty upon the whole much more beneficial to the 
Company. It would be unjuſt too to the noble Lord 
to expect, that amidſt the triumphs of victory, and 


the various objects which in conſequence of that vie- 


tory engaged his attention, he ſhould ſet himſelf in- 
ſtantly to correct the miſtakes, or ſupply the imper- 
feQtions of that treaty. But ſurely, when the Soubal's 
1 had been ſufficiently examined, and the pro- 
per arfangements made there; when the new Soubah, 
& agreeable, we are told, to the cuſtom of Eaſtern 
princes, had made preſents to ſuch of the Engliſh, 
who by their rank and abilities had been inftrumental 
to the happy ſucceſs. of ſo hazardous an enterpriſe, 
ſuitable to the rank and dignity of a great prince.“ 
When the noble Lord in particular had, as he is 

| | ' pleaſed 


— 


1 5 


pleaſed to tell us, indulged himſelf in this 4 ho- 


nourable opportunity” of en has an “ eaſy for- 
tune ;” and © the Company's welfare” was beeome 
* his only motive for ſtaying in India;“ when he 


had coolly conſidered the treaty at his leiſure, had 
experienced the amount of your military expences, 


had informed himſelf of the value of the lands reſerved 
by the gth article, and conſequently knew how in- 
adequate this reſervation was to its object; it might 
then not unreaſonably be expected, that the noble Lord 
would have had ſo 7 
the Company, which he ſtayed to promote, as to 
think of ſome means, while it was yet in his power, 
to make good a deficiency too viſible ' to be over- 
looked, and too dangerous to remain unſupplied with- 
out certain ruin to the Company. If he had deigned 
fo turn his thoughts to this ſubſect, a much leſs de- 
— of penetration, than his Lordſhip poſſeſſes, would 
ave ſuggeſted to him, that the firſt ſtep to be taken 
towards ſupplying this deficiency was to correct the 
treaty in this article; to procure a diſcharge, if it 
were neceſſary, from the Soubah to the Company of 
the rent improvidently agreed to be paid him; or, in 
ſubſtance, (whatever form it might be proper to uſe) 
to reſume your property in thoſe lands, and apply 
their whole produce (where it was ſo much 7 1 250 
to the purpoſes for which they had been ſet apart. 
By this ſtep alone the fund would have been doubled 


and the Company delivered from that badge of ſub- 
jection ſo unſuitable to thoſe ideas of independence 


and ſuperiority, which his Lordſhip in other inſtan- 


es appears to have adopted in their full extent. 
The better to enable you to judge of what in thoſe 


circutnſtances you had a right to expect, you will 

doubtleſs be glad to know what others of your ſer- 

vants in the like circumſtances have done. 80 
Every bedy knows, that on your firſt ſettlement in 


India, as traders by permiſſion and under the pro- 


tection of the princes of the country, your condition 
obliged you to ſubmit to whatever terms thoſe princes 
thought fit to require, as the price of that permiſſion 
and protection. Beſides pecuniary and other Ow 
$5, » ., A Hs ; b . A 
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at firſt, ſome kind of annual 1 ment, by. 
- way. of rent or tribute for the diſtricts allotted you, 

wah, generally inſiſted on. 
In the Carnatick, for inſtance, 2 you were required 
y an annual rent or tribute of 4000 pagodas, or 
on ſuch ſum, for your- — 5 on he coaſt of 
Coromandel; and it 8 accordingly paid till the late 
— 1 expenſive war on that Dm fomented, if not. 
begun, 2s the noble Lord obſerves, on principles of 
rench ambition, and now happily. terminated by 
Eogliſh valour. This has produced almoſt as great a 
e in your ſituation. there, as that we have before 
| ſpoken of has done in Bengal. Inſtead of continuing. 
to carr your trade as uſual, under the protection 
of the Nabab of that province, you became his pro- 
tectors, aſſumed N itary character in his defence, 
and maintained him in a wernment, which with- 
out your ſupport he ey fince have loſt. The 
ation, between you and the Nabob being thus in- 
verted, the rent or pus was thought of no more. 
If your. {ſervants there had been actuated by a fpirit 
1 5 they m 1. bes in their turn have required 


the Nabob the of his dependence on 
the n They; res ben better; they were con- 
tent with 2 real 4755 2 nominal "ſuperiority ; fill 
mindful of their 9 — the lay bg, of of this oppor- 
5 enlarge your poſſeſſions near Madraſs, (which 
en found too narrow, and 1 by 
the addition of a neighbouring dliiſtrict of conſiderable 
ae called the Poogomalel country, the whole of 
Which they. retained, and ſtill retain, as the Com- 
pany's property, carrying the whole produce to the 
Company's account, ſubject to no rents or jaghires, 
and in perfeRt — bc of the Nabob, who had 
| too, mych ſenſe to expect, and had to do pal peo- 
= pl too attentive to your intexeſts to ſubmit to the 
ay ment of a rent for the ſmall part they found ne- 
ry to retain of a principality, the whole of which 
bad been * han once conquered for him by your 
arms. : 
In like manner in the Deckan, the Company in- 
tending, in the time of the Emperor F mee i to 
form 


4. 


\ 


-.- | 

form a ſettlement in the Iſle of Divy, obtained 2 
grant of that iſland under an annual rent, but were 
obliged to lay aſide their ſcheme of ſettling there by 
means of the oppoſition it met with from the Soubah, 
and the ſubſequent troubles of that country, From 
hence your title lay dormant till 1759, when the ſuc- 
ceſſes of Colonel Ford againft the French, having 


driven them out of that country, four large provin- 


ces, which Salabatjing, the preſent Soubah, had ce- 
ded to the French (or they, in other words, had ta- 
ken from him) were given back to that prince; but 
the city of Maſulipatam, being of importance from 
its ſituation to the Company's trade, was retained for 


the Co Ray with ſeveral adjacent diſtricts of near 
50 8 


100,000). a year value, ſuch a revenue being Ro 
neceſſary to efray the expence of maintaining a ſuffl- 
"cient force to defend this new acquiſition, From that 
time you have been, and are ſtill, in poſſeſſion of the 
city and diftrifts thus aequired as your own abſolute 
pr y, and of Divy likewiſe; and the rent under 
which the latter was originally granted has never been 
demanded or thought of. The Soubah, ſenſible that 
the Company had all the right that conqueſt can give 
to the whole, rejoiced to find himſelf reſtored to that 
large tract of. country which the French had obliged 


him to give 8 them, with an exception of tlie 


ſmall part the Company choſe to reſerve, their title to 
which he readily confirmed, and the payment of a 
rent for it was never dreamt of on either fide. 

To return to Bengal When Mr. Vanſittart in 
1760 found it neceſſary to enlarge the Company's 
poſſeſſions, in order to make the military fund equal 
to the demands upon it, he required on your behalf, 
and procured a much larger diftri& of country (to 


uſe the noble Lord's words) than the Company had 


before enjoyed under the treaty with Meer Jaffier, to- 
gether with a larger eſtate and intereſt in thoſe lands, 
than they had in thoſe before granted ;—and, inſtead 


of reſerving to the government the uſual rents of ho- 
mage which thoſe lands were fubje& to, both the 


lands and thoſe rents were granted to the Company.” 


1 24 : Perhaps 
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. 
Perhaps what has been ſaid, may ſuffice to ſatisfy 
vou, that the ſame attention to the welfare of the 
1 9 oat which was ſhewn by your ſervants under fi- 

milar circumſtances in the Carnatick, in the Deckan, 

and in 1760 in Bengal, you had a right to expect from 
thoſe who conducted your affairs in the laſt mentioned 
province in 1757; at leaſt, that the noble Lord, who 
continued in India above two years after, the Gover- 
nor of you ſettlements, and the Commander of your 
armies, ſhould have corrected the impropriety of the 
treaty in this reſpect in the manner the intereſt and 
honour of the Company appear to have required. _ 
That this might have been done at any time cannot 
be denied. The Soubah, who was not more indebted 
to you for his elevation, than dependent on you fer 
the continuance of his government, who might have 
been, as he afterwards was diſplaced without commo- 
tion or bloodſhed, and would have ſunk into nothing, 
if you had diſcontinued your ſupport; a creature, in 
ſhort, in whoſe name the noble Lord was underſtood 
to govern the Soubahhip in every thing in which he 
choſe to interpoſe, muſt have ſubmitted to this, or 
any other demand that might have been made on him. 
That this demand might have been juſtly made on 
him, ſuppoſing hyn leſs indebted to you than he was, 
and that it was even beneficial to him to have com- 
plied with it, is equally clear, if it be remembered 
that the force, which this revenue was wanted to 
maintain, was as neceſſary to his ſafety as to your own. 

More, I preſume, need not be ſaid to convince you, 

that if the Soubah, when it was propoſed to him, or 

when he propoſed (for it matters not which) to relin- 
quiſh his pretenſions to this rent in favour of the no- 
ble Lord, had been deſired to do it in favour of the 

Company, he would with equal readineſs have ſub- 

mitted to it. 1 

In whoſe favour then ought this to have been deſi- 
red? Or rather, to whoſe account ought this ceſſion, 
when obtained, to have been carried? The Com- 

pany (to adopt an expreſſion of his Lordſhip's) had a 

particular claim, wanting it for a purpoſe in which 

the Soubah had an equal intereſt. His Lordſhip pre- 
| | tend 


| . : 
tends not to any particular claim. The Soubah's ge- 
neroſity had been ſo ſuitable to the rank and dignity of 


a great Prince, that the noble Lord's fortune was 


eaſy, and he had received the reward of his honoura- 


ble ſervices. The Company's fortune in that coun- 


try was by no means eaſy, and they were conſtant! 

rendering ſervices for which they had no reward. 
You. were ſurely then as proper objects of the Sou- 
bah's 3 whoſe troops and whoſe ſervants had 
made him what he was, as the noble Lord, who was 
only known to him as the leader of thoſe troops, and 


the firſt of thoſe ſervants ; but to ſuppoſe that grati- 


tude, or any conſideration of that ſort, had any part 
among Meer Jaffier's motives to the conceſſion, is to 
forget the character of the man, and indeed of the 
country, as it is generally repreſented to us; and, 
not only ſo, is vontrary to the fact, according to m. 
Lord's account of it, from which it plainly enou 
appears, as the truth undoubtedly was, that it pro- 
ceeded from a conviction in the Nabob, founded on 
the experience he had had, that it was impoſſible to 


ſupport himſelf without the Company's aſſiſtance; 


and a conſciouſneſs that what he was Jefired to give 
his conſent to part with might be taken from him, 
whether he conſented or no; he gave up therefore 
what he knew he could not retain, having firſt diſco- 
vered as much difinclination as he durſt. - | 
To do juſtice even to ſuch a charafter as Meer 
Jaffier's, it is pretty clear that the ſame conſciouſ- 
neſs of the Company's power, the ſame deſire of en- 
gaging the ſupport of that power, and the ſame dread 
of its being otherwiſe employed, were the moſt pre- 
valent, if not the only motives to acquieſcence with 
the ſeveral other Princes, from whoſe dominions the 
Company has lopped off the acquiſitions we have 

lately ſpoken of. „ 
The noble Lord would have it underſtood, that 
Meer Jaffier's grant to him proceeded from his ſenſe 
of the ſervices that had been juſt then rendered him in 
the expedition to Patna, and the conviction he had of 
the value of ſuch fincere allies. At whoſe expence 
and riſque then was that expedition undertaken ? Who 
were 
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were thaſe allies, the value of Which Meer Tae had 


but the perſons of its ſervants, 


% 
* 
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then diſcovered ? Who were the troops, and in whoſe 


| PAY was their Commander, by whom thoſe ſervices 


been rendered, of which Meer Jather entertained 


— 


. this ſenſe 7 Let us ſuppoſe what is not to be ſuppoſed, 


Meer Jaffier, knowing ihr of the Company 
the pen s ſervants, had been really grate - 

ful; but had fo far miſtaken the proper object of his 
gratitude, as to have intended this fayour for his 
Tor. unafked and unſolicited, which the noble 


Lord confeſſes was not the caſe; was his Lordſhip to 
profit by this miſtake, to the prejudice of the Com. 
. . pany, whoſe ſerv ant he was, and whoſe ſervice had 


enabled him to raiſe himſelf to a ſtation for which 
moſt men would have thought, though his Lordſhip 


is pleaſed to think otherwiſe, they owed the Company 


ſomething in point of gratitude ? 


- . þ 


But the noble Lord denies, . that this claim of his 
can be attended with any prejudice to you. Having 
before told you, that the reſt of his fortune, . ariſing, 
as he ſays, from the grateful bounty of the Nabob, 
and for which nothing like gratitude is due to the 
Company, was acquired without prejudice to you, 
and that you would not have had more for his having 
had leſs.” He is pleaſed to apply the ſame obſervation 
to this claim likewiſe, affecting to conſider it as a 
queſtion between him and the Mogul, or between him 


and the Nabob, in which you have no manner of in- 
25 pr concern. This argument his Lordſhip very 
arttu 


preſſes, his advocates every where make great 
uſe of it, and it ſeems to have made impreſſions in 
his favour on the minds of diſintereſted people unac- 
quainted with this ſubject. But this argument will 
not, I truſt, have much weight with you, if you are 
ſatisfied by what has been ſaid, that it ought to have 
been yours, if it is not; that it was his Lordſhip's 
duty to have retained or procured it for you, and that 
at was not merely a neglect, but a violation of that 
duty to empley the influence you gave him to procure 


it for himſelf. You will recollect too, that, ſuppo- 


ing his Lordſhip's claim invalid, you have ſtill the 
ſame power to appropriate this rent to your own uſe, 
i and 


„)( 
and the ſime influence to procute every body's con- 
fent that may be thought neceſſary, Whenever you 
plcaſe:. Nor is this all; it is certain; as certain as any 
hing that has not happened can be, that, had his 
Lordſhip only neglected his duty in this inſtabee, 
without putting it out of the power of thoſe who 
dame after him to repair that negle&, this revenue 
would long ere now have been yours. It is not to be 
doubted, but that the payment of it to the Soubah, 
had it continued to the revolution in 1760; would 
have continued no longer: Thoſe who brought about 
that revolution, who found it neceſſary to add other 
lands of much greater value to the Company's poſſeſ- 
tions, would have required for theſe, as they-did for 
thoſe, an abſolute independence of the country go- 
yerament, and would have carried the fell produce of 
the whole to the Company's account; conformably, as 
we have ſeen; to what had been done in the like caſe int 
the Carnatick, and in the Deckan. You will judge 
then; with what truth you have been told, that his 
Lordfſltip and rent; or, as my Lord ſomewhere in his 
letter calls it; his eſtate in the Eaſt- Indies, was made 
over to him, no prejudice reſulting to the Company 
and only this difference, that you are to pay the quit- 
rents to him inſtead of the Government: a clear pro- 
fit to this nation of ' 30,0001. a year.“ It is ſtrange 
his Lordſhip fhould ſo far miſtake the nature of his 
claim, as to ſee it in this light; but there are paſſions 
in the human breaſt that pervert the underſtanding ; | 
unfortunately they grow with indulgence, and admit 
of wo apy; oo P 5 
If you have ſtill a doubt of the opinion you ought 
to entertain of this tranſaction, change but the ſcene, 
and ſuppoſe it to have happened nearer home. Sup- 
poſe any of thoſe gallant officers, who during the 

te war, without diſparagement to the noble Lord, 
contributed as much to ſupport and extend the honour 
and terror of the:EngliſÞname in other parts of the 
globe, as the noble Lord was doing in Aſia, had em- 

loyed the influence, which their commands, their 
ucceſſes in thoſe commands, and, if you will, their 
perſonal merit * thoſe ſucceſſes had TON 
| | | them, 


VV 
thein, to the acquiſition of a territorial dominion in 
the countries they had conquered to their private uſe. 
Suppoſe, if you will, they had only accepted ſuch a 
dominion from friends or foes. againſt his Majeſty's 


inclination, or even without his. permiſhon, what 


would have been thought, and what would have been 
laid of thoſe officers ?. Does then the phyſical differ- 
ence of climates introduce a different ſet of rules for 
the conduct of an officer in Aſia, in the ſervice of a 
Company, to whom the King's favour has in this, and 
many other inſtances, delegated his ſovereign rights? 

Before we diſimis this queſtion, let us once more 
recolle*t the inſtances: we have before given of acqui- 
fitions for the Company by others, of its ſervants. . 
We. have ſeen that they have judged differently for the. 
Company; let us nom ſee, whether there is any re- 


1 


ſemblance in their conduct to that of the noble ord, | 


in their manner of judging for themſelves... FED 
Can it be doubted (L am ſure it will not by thoſe. 
who know the parties and their hiſtory) but that the 


ſervices rendered to Mahomet Ally Khan, the Nabob 


of the Carnatick, by General Lawrence were as im- 
portant as thoſe of the noble Lord to Meer Jaffier, his 
Influence with him. as great, his pretenſions to a jag- 


hire as good, and the means of obtaining it as eaſy > | 


Vet ſuch has been the continence, ſuch the virtue of 
that brave old ſoldier, whoſe abilities have been ſo 
long employed to. your advantage in the council and in 
the field, whoſe penetration firſt diſcovered the noble 
Lord's military merit, whoſe protection encouraged it, 
and whoſe example taught him to conquer, that, after 
a long life worn out in your ſervice, almoſt as poor 
as when he firſt entered it, when, inſtead of accept- 
ing or ſoliciting jaghires, he was my importuned 
by the Nabob to accept ſome proof of lus. gratitude ;. 
he paid into the Company's treaſury the preſent that 
was fent him (a lack of rupees, 12,5001.) the moment 
he received it, and refuſed to apply a ſingle rupee to 
his own uſe, till the tranſaction had been communi- 
cated to your Court of Directors, and the ſhips of 
the laſt year carried him out their permiſſion. . 


a3” # 


Can 


Can it be doubted, but that, when Col. Ford, aftet 
- Uriving the French out of the Deckan, was reſtoring 
to Salabatjing the four fine provinces, of which they 
had long diſpoſſeſſed him, the Soubah would have con- 
ſented to any divifion that might have been propoſed 
to him, of the produce of the lands he was to give up 
to the Company? Yet that worthy officer has no ' Jag- 
hire, and you have the whole revenuͥie. 
Can it be doubted, but that Meer Coffin was as 
much obliged ts Mr. Vanfittart, General Caillaud, 
and the; reſt of the ſele& Committee, who raiſed him 
to the Soubahſhip; as Meer Jaffier had been to the no- 
ble Lord? Or, that, if it had been propoſed to him, he 
would have reſerved the Lordfhip and rents of the lands 


agreed by the treaty to be given up to the Company, 


And afterwards would at any time have | analy that 
Lordſhip and thoſe rents to his benefactors in an 


manner they clioſe ? — Yet, you have the Whole pro- 


prey and produce of the lands, and none of thoſe gen- 
lemen have Jaghires: Nor muſt it here be forgot, 
that whien the new Soubah was preparing to follow the 


example of iis predeceſſor, and ſhower down his fa- 
yours upon thoſe, who by their rank and abilities had 


been inſtrumental in his promotion, ſuitable, as the 
noble Lord expreſſes it, “to the rank and dignity of 
a great Prince,” Thoſe gentlemen have the merit 
of refuſing no leſs than 20 lack of rupees, 250,0001. 
and to this hour have received no fruits of his grati- 
tude, or of his bounty. i en dad FI ae 
I no inftances of the kind we are ſeeking, are to be 
found among your own ſervants, let us employ an- 
other page in enquiring into thoſe of your rivals. 
„The Dutch are too ſober, too provident; and too 
wiſe, to give us any hope of finding examples of this 
ſort among them. The ſevetity of their conſtitution 
allows no body to reward their ſervants, hut them- 
ſelves; with them every preſent which gratitude or 
bounty produces, be it large or ſmall, is carried to the 
Company's account. | ups 
The French have the ſame rules, but are leis ſtrict 
in the obſervance of them; and among them the noble 


ord ſuppoſes he has found a precedent in e | 
-— 0 | | 0 
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of Mr. Dupleix. Mr. Dupleix (ſays he) the Com- 


“ mander in chief of the French forces in India, ob- 
6“ tained a title of honour inferior to mine, and had 


| © ſeveral Jaghires given him by the Nabob of the 


«© Deckan in lands ceded to the French Company, 
« which he enjoyed for ſeveral years after he returned 
& to Europe, and until the lands, upon which the Jag- 
er hires were granted, were taken from the French.” 
This, if it be one, is not perhaps the only circum- 
ſtance, in which the attentive obſerver will diſcover a 
reſemblance in the conduct of that extraordinary per- 
ſonage, and of the noble Lord. Mr. Dupleix had 
great merit with the Company he ſerved, had rendered 
it great and ſubſtantial ſervices; but at length he ruin- 
ed it. Les interets, ſays he, in a memorial he pre- 


0 ſented to the Company on his return from India, 
s les interets de la Compagnie que je ſers, & la glorie de 
ce ma nation ont et les guides & la mobile de toutes mes 
operations, &c.” Words, that cannot be better 
_ tranſlated, than in thoſe of the noble Lord, when he 
declares,” © The honour of my country, and the inter- 
„ eſt of the Company, were the principles that 
„ governed all my actions. Mr. Dupleix thought 
bis ſervices not ſufficiently rewarded, he complained 
of injuſtice from the dire& m 
the Company, he commenced a law-ſuit to ſupport it, 
he was not ſo well adviſed as to drop that ſuit, and try 
to carry his point by other means, he perſiſted, he 
miſcarried, and is lately dead a beggar. In which of 
. thoſe circumſtances the reſemblance will hold, I pre- 
'  ſume not to determine, except that it will not hold in 


ors, he formed a claim on 


the laſt, Whether Mr. Dupleix ever enjoyed a Jaghire, 


I know not. That, after he had adorned himſelf with - 
Indian titles, and Indian honours, Omra Nabob of the 


Carnatic, joint Soubah of the Deckan, &c. he conceiv- 


ed at length an affection for an Indian eftate, is cer- 
tain. What were the ſentiments of the French Com- 


pany on that ſubject, how contrary to his duty and to 
their conftitution, they thought it, may be ſeen in their 


memoir. F They actually claimed and inſiſted on his 
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carrying the whole produce of that eſtate to their ac- 


count, notwithſtanding an ingenious device of his 
to elude it *. *; | 


What Mr. Dupleix himſelf thought of his duty in 
from 


that reſpect ſome time before, you will collect 

what follows. The firſt of the pieces juſtificatives, 
annexed to his Memoir, gives us the form of a 
ach re or grant from Chundaſaib of ſeveral vil- 
ages in the neighbourhood of Pondicherry to this 
ence : © Nr. Dupleix, governor of Pondicherry, 
& having acquired, by his bravery and the eſſential 
< ſervices he has rendered, the good-will of my 
„ Maſter Hametcha Padcha ; for theſe reaſons, to 
* acknowledge the aforeſaid ſervices, and to reward 
© his merit, I think myſelf obliged to give him 
& Villenour, with its dependent Aldees (villages) &c. 
© this donation to be enjoyed in verpeniiey by him 
and his deſcendants from generation to generation, 


«© on condition that he does not forget the benefit 


received, but returns thanks to his benefaQor, &c. .* 
Tis difficult to conceive any form of words, that can 
more ſtrongly convey the idea of an intention in the 


donor to confer a perſonal favour on Mr. Dupleix, 


the reward of his perſonal merit, and to be enjoyed by 
him and his deſcendants to their own private benefit ; 
yet ſo far was he then from fancying that he had a 
right to underſtand it fo, that he and his council ſet 
themſelves to conſider the advantages of this acquiſition 
to the Company, and judging it advantageous, de- 
clare their acceptance on the Company's behalf. In 
the 48th page of his Memoir you will find a letter 
of his to the Company, in which ſpeaking of another 
ceſſion of this ſort, of Bahour, &c. he uſes theſe 
remarkable words: © All theſe Aldees are given in 


< my name. It is the cuſtom of the country always 


e to uſe the name of the commander; but I make 


4 no other uſe of this cuſtom, than to depoſit in 
F 3 | r 
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* your” archives titles equally honourable, and pro- 
« fitable, of which tis, quit the Company ſhould 
< have the whole benefit.” Purſuant to this decla- 
ration, you will find among the pieces juſtiticatives, 
No. 6, an account of the Company's acquiſitions from 
the princes. of the country, containing both theſe 
geſſions of Willenour and Bahour, with an acknow- 
ledgement under the hand of the Com any's, Caſhier, 
that the whole produce of both had been carried to 
the Company's account, . 
So much for Mr. Dupleix. And hayipg now 
offered ou my reaſons for the opinion L entertain 
on this firſt head of our enquiry, I ſhall cloſe it here, 

and leave thoſe reaſoas to your conſideration. 
We are next to conſider the validity of the noble 
Lord's Claim ;—and here, if you ſhould feel your- 
{elves convinced, that this Claim is founded in a ne- 
glect and violation of duty, an undue preference of 
any other intereſts to thoſe, which he was entruſted 
and bound by every tie to defend and promote, it 
will be affronting the juſtice and the laws of your 
country to ſuppoſe for a moment, that ſuch a Claim 
can be ſupported. Thoſe laws, thanks to the wiſdom 
of our anceſtors by whom they were planned, and the 
integrity of our cotemporaries by whom they are ad- 
miniſtered, cannot be rendered ſubſervient to any in- 

tereſts but thoſe of juſtice. 5 bat 
It would be a waſte of your time and mine, to 
enter into minute objections in a caſe which abounds 
with ſolid ones. Thoſe which the letter- writer ſtates, 
and ſets himſelf to anſwer, are in general miſconceived 
or miſapplied, with a view to the anſwer; nor can 
one blame the prudence of chooſing, when the objec- 
tions or enemies one is to combat are at one's awn 
-diipolal, to arrange them ſo as to ſecure a victory: 
Vet in this mock kind of. warfare one is ſometimes 
deceived, from a miſtaken opinion of our adverſary's 
weakneſs or of our own ſtrength. © This, or I much 
miſtake, is the caſe with the anſwers to ſome of the 

objections, even as they are ſtated in the letter. 

One obſervation (and perhaps it were unneceſſary 
to make another) will ſuffice to explain*thoſe objec- 
8 | | 2 tions, 
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tions, and to lay aſide the only anſwer attempted 


to be given them, that merits your attention. It 


will at the ſame time vindicate your directors of the 


laſt year from the ſeeming inconſiſtency, in the ſup- 


poſed detection of which his Lordſhip argues fo 


trumphaatly. e 
Tou are to know then, what his Lordſhip very 
well knew, that theſe ohjections were applied by 
thoſe who made them to a very different caſe. Upon 
another occaſioa, and in another place his Lordſhip 
had given, I preſume, very different inſtructions from 
thoſe which guided the pen he condeſcended to uſe in 
preparing this letter; at leaſt it is certain that his 
Claim, as it was then ftated and attempted to be 
made out, was a very different thing from that which 
is inſiſted on in this letter: And it was that Claim 
ſo. ſtated thoſe objections were with no lels force 
than propriety calculated to meet. | 
The noble Lord, or the grave and learned pen- 
men he then employed, thought it neceſſary, in order 
to give a colour to the Claim, to have recourſe to the 
conſtitution of the Mogul Empire, and to make out 
his title, as well as they could, upon the principles, 
and agreeable to the forms of that conſtitution. 
Vour directors, ready to meet the Claim in any 
form that could be given it, followed the noble Lord's 
lead, ſtated the - Mogul conſtitution, which had been 
made the ground-work of his Claim, more fully and 
more accurately, pointed out ſuch inſurmountable 
objections, and ſuch irreconcileable inconſiſtencies, as 
evinced beyond a doubt the Claim could not be ſup- 
ported upon any ideas drawn from that conſtitution. 
It is in this way, and upon the clear principles of 
the Mogul conſtitution, your directors inſiſted, and 
inſiſted. truly, * that the Nabob could not alienate 


* 


< the imperial rents that the Company may be cal- 


* led to an account by the Emperor for what has 
< been already paid the noble Lord, and that he is 
cc therefore accountable to them for what he has al- 
& ready received that at moſt the Nabob's alienation 
could exiſt no longer than his own government, 
* and was not binding on his ſqcceſſor—that his 

-"T> « Lordſhip's 
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5 Lotdſhip's acceptance of the dignity of an Omrah 


„was contrary to his duty to the Company, as it 


e might oblige him to affift the Mogul and the Naboh 


in war even againſt the Company—and that if that 
** conftitution gives the right, it gives the remedy.” 
Theſe poſitions could not be denied, nor their etc 
eluded, in any other way tlian by abandoning the 
Mogul conſtitution, the ground his Lordſhip himſelf 


* 


In this letter therefore the claim ſtarts up in an- 
FE. a | * C 
other ſhape, Quo teneam wultus mutantem Protea nods ? 
You are told, your late directors have acted unfairly 
by his Lordſhip, and inconfiſtently with themſelves 


in urging objeQions ariſing from the Mogul conſtitu- 


tion: And for this a paſſage is cited from their 
memorial to his Majeſty, in which they appear to 
have adopted the ideas his Lordſhip expreſſes in this 
letter of the preſent ſtate of that empire; the noble 
Lord forgetting all this while, or at leaft ſuppreſſing 
from you, that in talking of, and arguing from that 
conſtitution, your directors had been only conform- 
ing to his example; and if they went out of their 
. , ˙ oe 54 
1 You are now told the conſtitution of the Mogul 
Empire exifts no longer, that “ it may be ſaid there 
* is ſuch a prince (as the Mogul) but he is almoſt 
“ withaut territory or power, the little he poſſeſſes 
< not being equal in extent or riches to one twentieth 
«© part of his dominions, and therefore unable to en- 
s force, in the provinces any authority that might 


have formerly belonged to him, and he is now ſo 
s far reduced as to be a captive to, and in the hands 


of one of the Soubahs.“ Hence it is argued, that, 
however the caſe might be if the original conſtitution 
exiſted, it is improbable the Mogul ſhould ever re- 
cover the antient dominion of his Empite; and if he 
ſhould, yet the annual tribute ſtipulated to be 
rc paid by the Nabob on his confirmation” comprized 
the rent in queſtion, and the Mogul ought not to be 
paid both. This laſt argument is pleaſant; for to 
make any uſe of it you are to undeſtand, that, not 


having a right to both, he is to be paid neither : the 


8955 
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5585 Lord very well knew, that the annual tributs 
ſtipulated to be paid by the Nabob on his confirma- 
tion, had not been paid, any more than the treaſures 
of Suraja Dowla have been remitted to Delhi, which 
was another ſtipulation on the Nabob's confirmation, 
the performance of which his Lordſhip by his letters 
frequently encouraged the Vizier &c. to expect. Why 
the laſt mentioned ſtipulation was not performed, you 
will gueſs, if you recolle& in what manner, to what 
pupoſes, and how ſoon after his acceffion Meer Jaffier 
bad been prevailed on to aſſume * the rank and 
5 dignity of a great prince.?⁊?⁊2 N 
Howeyer the difficulty of the Mogul's recoyering 
e the domirion of large and powerful provinces 
e which have long ſhaken off his authority” is now 
inſiſted on; and the circumſtances' upon which the 
noble Lord thinks proper now to reſt the validity of 
his title are theſe, © that the patent paſſed all the uſual 
e forms of the country, and was founded on the 
very ſame authority, that the Company had for 
“ All their acquiſitions, 'the power of a Soubah.“ 
The Nabobs do now (we are told in another place) 
« and have for many years exerciſed all thoſe ſove- 
c reign rights, regarding the lands, and revenues of 
c“ the provinces, Which the Mogul Emperor ever had. 
It is under the authority of the Nabob the Com- 
cc pany now hold their Zemindary in the lands ſub- 
“ ject to my Jaghire; it is under the ſame authority 
cc they now hold, by treaty with the Nabob Cofhm 
„ Khan, large diſtricts of country producing near 
«© 600,000l. a year to them, without paying any rent 
at all.” Hehce it is argued, that if Meer Jafher's 
grant of the Jaghire to the noble Lord is invalid and 
ineffeftual, ſo likewiſe is his grant, and that of Coflim 
Khan to you. | 1 | £5 
"Is tho grants were your title, if there were no 
ohjection to his Lordſhip's title ariſing from his rela- 
tion and duty to you, if the ſingle queſtion between 
you turned on the power of the grantor (neither of 
which'is the caſe) this argument would be material, 
and the concluſion would be fair. a 


* 


But 


ol. 34. 4 

But the clear and plain anſwer to the argument 
(ſhort as it is of the purpole for which it was ad- 
duced) is that the material fact, on which the whole 
18 built, is miſtaken. It is not true, we have ſeen 
chat it is not true, that your cinen are founded 
in the power of the Soubah. Veu hold not by fo 
weak a title. If yon had no better than could be 
given ou by any of thoſe Soubahs who ſince the 
days o Aurengzebe: according to. bis Lordſhip, have 
been, withdrawang their allegiance from their. maſter, 
and nfurping his ſoyercign rights, a title ſo derived 
muff participate of the uſurpation on which it was 
founded, and be liable ta the fame objeftions of ille- 
gality and injuſtice. This is putting the argumem 
in the -beſt light it will bear; for it 1s ſuppoſing the 
ceſſions to have been made you by ſome of the pre- 
deceſſors of Meer Jaffier, who ſupported 8 
[Se their own firength, affected independence of the 
Mogul, and were certainly independent of you, But 
to repreſent your title to acquiſitions made in the 
days of Meer Jafigr, or. Meer Coſſim as founded on 
the 1 or power of the Soubah, is an inſult on 
Jour under ane ſo, groſs a kind, as can ſerve 
only to ſhow. to, what. wretched ſhifts men reduce 
themſelves, ho labour to ſupport a Claim ſo devoid 


- 


of every real foundation. 1 

Under God, and his Majefty, you hold only of 
yourſelves, by your 'own- power, acquired by your 
dyn force, by Which alone thoſe Soubahs acquired, 
and by which. alone they likewiſe held, their govern- 
ments. In a country like that, .where, according 
to the note” Lond. the. conſtitutions is loſt in a- 
narchy and confuſion, where no rights are acknow- 
ledged, nor any-laws ſubmitted to but thoſe of the 
word; it is idle to talk of any other title, > 


Tho' in point of ſorm therefore theſe acquifitions 
were ceded to you. by Meer Jaffier, and by Meer 
Coſſim; a form very properly and prudently adhered 

to, for reaſons that ought not, perhaps need not, 

be more particularly explained; it is ridiculous to 

conſider thoſe ceſſions as having any effective opera- 

tion, or thoſe acquiſitions as founded in any * 

; title 


* : 
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title than that of conqueſt, the lawful fruits of a 
juſt and ſucceſsful war. It was not by parchments, 
but by the ſword you acquired this title; it is by the 
ſword, and not by the parchments, you are to main- 
What the noble, Lord ſays of the ceſſion made ta 


you BY Viger Coffim, is certainly true as applicd.ta 
the ceſſion made to him by Meer Jather ; that it is“ as 
* much a conſequence of the battle of Plaſſey, as 
te the advantages which were gained 


« after, that victory.“ The queſtion then is fairly 
reduced to this, whether an acquiſition obtaine 
under the iufluence (directly or indirectly it matter; 
not) of a force acting under your orders, and dalle 
and maintained t your expence, is to be applied to 
his Lordſhip's private benefit gr to your own. And 
as it is impoſſible there can be two opinons on this 
queſtion, I might here cloſe the ſecond head of our 
enauiry. 2 „ 
But leſt the noble Lord ſhould in it's turn abandon 
the claim inſiſted on by his letter, and revive his pre- 
tentions under the Mogul conſtitution; and (whether 
he does ſo or no) to give you a further ſpecimen of 
the truth and candour of the arguments that have 
been uſed upon this occaſion, I will treſpaſs a mi- 
pute longer on your patience, and take ſome notice 
of the anſwer attempted to be given to the objections 
before mentioned, to be drawn from that conſtitution. 
You will remember therefore, that this proceeds on a 
ſuppoſition of the conſtitution being ſtill in its full vi- 
gour. That the Nabob has no right to alienate the 
Imperial rents, is a, propoſition proved by the very 
terms of it, The Emperar, and the Emperor only, 
can diveſt himſelf of his own property. To ſuppoſe 
a concurrent power in the Nabob, is to ſuppoſe the 
latter independant ; and then, as each may happen 
to grant the ſame thing to different perſons, the ſup- 
poſition inyolves the abſurdity of two co-cxiſting ab- 
ſolute rights in different perſons, in one and the 
fame ſubjet, _ : 
That the Company may be called to an account by 
the Emperor for what has been already paid his Lord- 
Mip, and that he is therefore accountable to them = 
ET OM | | what 


immediately 


\ 


= 


.. SE iii. 
what he has already received, is but a concluſion 
from the former poſition ; for if they are the Em- 
ror's rents, he has a right to demand them, and it 
can ſurely be no anſwer to that demand to ſay, you 
an 


have paid them to ſomebod elſe, under colour © 


alienation from one who had no right to make it.. To 


meet this concluſion, his Lordſhip inſiſts, that the 
whole N payable to the Emperor being made 
up by the Nabob, that is all he expects; and it 1s 
immaterial to him, what the Nabob does with the 
rents, or the lands wiich produce them, which the 
Nabob therefore may diſpoſe of as he thinks fit, and 
out of them confer favours on whom he pleaſes. This 
Argument, you ee, ſuppoſes that the whole yearly 
fum will be regularly paid by the Nabob: not to 
mention how thoſe payments have in fact been made, 
what reaſon can be given why it ſhould be required 
of you to pay this money to any nominee of the Na- 
bob's, in which you could be ſafe no longer than 
while the Nabob was punctual in his payments, and 
thus take upon yourſelves the riſque of his becoming 
thro* diſhoneſty unwilling, or thro? diſſipation unable 
to pay the Mogul what he had a right to demand, 
and what, if not paid otherwiſe, he would certainly 
demand of you. 12. 

But taking his Lordſhip's anſwer to this objection 
to have more colour than it has; ſuppoſing, for the 
ſake of the argament, you might rely on the Nabob's 
care to jndemnify you, by his punQuality with the 
Mogul againft any ill conſequences of your accommo- 
dating your, payments to his {ne Nabob's) pleaſyre 
in favour of his nominee ; From this very anſwer 


_ ariſes the next objection; which is, that at moſt the 


Nabob's alienation cauld exift no langer than his own 
eee and was not binding on his Succeſſor; 

or could it be feriouſly expected in any period of the 
Mogul government, that any Nabob ſhould have ſo 
much regard for his predeceſſor's favourites, as to 
make himſelf accountable to his maſter for what they 
and not he, received. It is no anſwer to this to ſay 


that © there are numbers of Jaghires in the province of 


Bengal, granted by former Nabobs, ſtill ſubſiſt- 


ing ;? 
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ec ing;” which only proves, that the conſtitution 
that forbad it is not ſubſiſting. The inſinuation that 
Meer Jaffier was depoſed to introduce this objection, 
will not be thought to require a ſerious anſwer. To 
the full as extraordinary (not to remark the incon- 
ſiſtency) is his Lordſhip's doubt, whether Meer Jaf- 
fier was eg depoſed or no. Tis certain (and the 
form of the ſtipulation between Meer Coffim and the 
Company, to which his Lordſhip refers, proves it) 
that it was not at firſt intended to do more than make 
Meer Coſſim regent, and leave the Soubahſhip no- 
minally with 5 yet his Lordſhip, and all who 
know that tranſaction, know that Taffier himſelf diſ- 

proving. this, and being induced by his fears to 
wiſh himſelf ſafe under the Company's protection at 
Calcutta, he quitted the Munſub, Coffim aſcended 
it in form, and became nominally as well as really 
Soubah. His Lordſhip here affects to ſuppoſe, your 
Directors intended to retain his Jaghire for the 
* benefit of the Mogul, to the prejudice of him, and 
„ of their country.” To eaſe his Lordſhip of that 
Apprehenſion, there ſeems very little reaſon to doubt, 
that if his Lordſhip's pretentions had not obſtructed, 
your Directors would, as was their duty, have taken 
the proper meaſures to ſecure it for you, who have 
the beſt title to it, conformably to the policy of your 
wiſeſt and honeſteſt ſervants in fimilar caſes, 

By the Mogul conftitution the being an Omrah 
was an indiſpenſable qualificatien, without which no 
man could have a Jaghire. To make out his title 
under that conftitution, his Lordſhip had ſtated him- 
ſelf to be poſſeſſed of that dignity under a ſuppoſed 
creation in the year 1757; and he claimed, it ſeems, 
a Jaghire as ſort of incident to it. 

« To ſupport that dignity (ſays he) the Soubah, 
« according to the cuſtom of the country, aſſigns a 
4 TJaghire or eſtate within his own province.” His 
Lordſhip very well knew, that in the preſent ſtate of 
things no ſuch conſequence follows that dignity : he 
knows many Omrahs without Jaghires : Mr. Watts 
'and Col. Coane are both : if I miſtake not, of that 
number, WT | | ; 

His 


His Lordſhip affects to be ſurprized, that your Dis 
rectors fhguld preſume to doubt his having had the 
honour of an Omrah conferred on him, having (as 
he ſays) © a copy of his patent in their cuſtody.“ 
Whether they had a copy of what he calls his patent 
in their cuſtody, I know not; but I am informed, 
and have every reaſon to believe my information true, 
that there are certain books uſually tranſmitted from 
each of your ſettlements, which contain, or .ought 
do contain, copies of all the letters that paſs between 
your Prefidents and the people of the country; and 
that your Directors had, and ſtill have in their cuſto- 
dy, one of thoſe books delivered by the noble Lord, 
containing copies of various letters to his Lordſhip 
from the Court of Delhi, from the Emperor, the Vi- 
zier, and the Buxey (the two principal officers of ſtate) 
ſublequent to the ſuppoſed date of his patent, none of 
which either ſtyle him an Omrah, or make the leaſt 
mention of his having any ſuch title conferred on 
him; a ſilence in bis Tord ip's own judgment ſo in- 
conſiſtent with the idea of his being really an Omrah, 
that in a letter from the noble Lord to the Viaer, in 
the ſame collection, dated Sept. 19, 178, are theſe 
words: Obſerving you have e your letter 
to me with the title the world ſays I have given nie, I 
aim at a loſs to know whether it is genuine or not; be- 
cauſe (therefore, I ſuppoſe his Lordſhip means) I can- 
not write to the King to return him thanks for his 
fayour till I am certain.” The bock, I am told, 
furniſhes no anſwer to the doubt which the Vizier is 
thus defired to ſolve. Unluckily his Lordſhip has 
miſlaid one of theſe books, containing a month or 
two's letters: when called for by your Directors, it is 
faid, it could not be found. By this unlucky Acci- 
dent, our curioſity to know more of this correſpond- 
ence cannot be gratified: and neither you nor I can 
poſſibly gueſs, what that book would have appeared to 
contain if it had not been loſt. After this perhaps it 
will not ſurprize you, though it ſurprized my Lord, 
| that your Directors ſhould adopt his own doubt of the 
authenticity of his patent. N 
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But ſuppoſing my Lord's patents for the Omrafflip 
and for the Jaglure, both genuine, it ſeems to have 
given his, Lordſhip. offence, that your Directors ſhould 
object to his acceptance of thoſe patents, as contrary 
to his duty to the Company, ſince it might thereby 
become his duty to aſſiſt the Mogul and the Nabob in 
war, even againſt the Company. This objection his 
Lordſhip treats as very ridiculous. The titles of 
honour uſed in Europe, ſays. his Lordſhip, are un- 
known to the Indians.” I know not what truth or 
relation to the purpoſe there may be in that obſerva- 
tion; but ſurely his Lordſhip depends a good deal on 
the European ignorance of Indian titles, when he tells 
us that that of an Omrah is a meer compliment 
which does not lay any obligation on the part of the 
perſon receiving ſuch honour, to render the Mogul 
any ſervices whatſoever. I am ſorry he has this no- 
tion of the titles of any country. To an European 
ear the title itſelf ſeems to import a deſignation of the 
ſervice to be performed. I was created, fays his 
Lordſhip, an Omrah of the command of 5000 foot, 
and the rank of 6000 horſe. Let us hear Mr. Du- 
pleix's notions of this matter, who, as my Lord ob- 
ſerves, had one of theſe titles. In a letter of the 7th 
of Oct. 1742, he thus explains them: The title of 
Azary is in this country a title of great honour. It 
is likewiſe called Munſabdas and Omrah. Dukes, 
Counts, and Marquiffes are here unknown. The 
eat are only diſtinguiſhed by the number of Azary. 
ry means a thouſand. Thus when we ſay ſuch a 
one is 25 3, 4, 5, ©, or 7 Azary, it means that he has 
the command of ſo many thouſand horſe. The Mo- 
gul's ſon is the only perſon that has ten. It is the moſt 
eminent quality one can arrive at in this empire. The 
ple of the country regard it as 8 very 
conſiderable. He who has it has the title of Nabob, 


and is conſidered as ſuch. He marches with the ſame * 
marks of honour, &c. Then he goes on to deſeribe 
the flags, drums, trumpets, hautboys, elephants, &c. 
with which the noble Lord has a right to be accompa- 
nied, and he concludes thus: Les plus grands 
. ayantages de ces titres ſont. les revenus qui ſont bien 

| ; : a Con- 
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tonſiderables. II ne convient pas de les demandes ve gud 
Von ſeroit oblige de fournir ſon contingent en Cavaliers 

lors gu on ſeroit regquis. T give the French becauſe 
there is a pleaſantry not to be tranflated in the French< 
man's expreſſion of the melancholy reflection, which 
obliged him to abſtain from thoſe tempting revenues, 
which his title he ſuppoſes authorized him to demand - 
It means in ſubſtance this: The greateſt ad vantage: 
of theſe titles are the revenues, which are very confi- 
derable; but it is not quite prudent to demand them, 
fince- one ſhall then be obliged to furniſh one's con- 
tingent in horſe, whenſdever it is requited . Left 
this ſhould not be ſufficient let us hear what my 
Lord's ingenious friend, Mr. Serafton, thinks upon 
this ſuhject. Speaking of the Jaghire in queſtion; 
4 It was given him (fays that able writer) as a reve- 
nue to ＋ the Au of an Onirah of the em- 
pire, for which he is ſuppoſed-to maintain 6000 men, 
and is in the country language called a Jaghire, which 
is not unlike the lands formerly held in —_— by 
Knight's ſervice “.“ Other - writers (his Lordſhip 
knows who) define a'Jaghire to be a proviſton for 
the great officers of ſtate and Omrahs, for which 
they pay no rent but perform military ſervices; being 

ranted to them to ſupport their dignity, and provide 
forces when called upon by the Emperor.“ After all, 
the noble Lord is not to imagine that the Directors 
meant to have it underſtood, that they had any ſerious 
apprehenſion of having the ſtrength of his arm te 
contend with in India. They thought however that a 
title, which made this his duty, was unfit for his ac- 
ceptance, and incompatible with his relation to you. 
His Lordſhip likewiſe thinks it hard that he ſhould 
be referred for his remedy to the Mayor's Court of 
Calcutta, the Judges of which, he ſays; are def nd- 
ents on the Company, or to the Courts of the 
Tor or Nabob, whoſe mandate or proceſs (he ſays) 
cannot be enforced againſt- the Company. What 
would have been the proper remedy if there were 2 
N e | right, 
7 Memoire pour la Compagnie des Indes contre le Sieur Du- 
f 29. de eee 
# Scrafton's Book, p- 125. 
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fight, ſince ther is none, we need not give ourſelves. 
much tranble to-gnquire:! 7) 2 oh dll nf gg 
I have been told however, by- perſons long reſident 


la India; that the Mayor's Courts in your ſeveral ſet- 
tlements are; what they certainly ought to he, as in- 
dependent of the ren gn, as any court in Weſtmin= 


ters Hall of the crown: The Prefident arid Council 
indeed (to whom an appeal lies) ought to be dependent 
on the Company: A majority of them have ſomes 
times thought otherwiſe: but if the correction pro- 
perly applied to their diſobedience; of the Company's 
Juſt orders ſhould produce the contrary, extreme; & 
diſpoſition to | obey an unjuſt order, and ſuch ſhould 
de ſent them, his Lordſhip forgets that he. has fill 


an appeal to the King in council, where their injuſtice 
wonld certainly be redrefſed; os 
As to the courts of Hindoſtahiy- if that conſtitution 


were ſubſiſting, thoſe eourts are certainly the mo 
competent judges of their own laws. To thoſe courts 
therefore your directors did properly refer him for 
the diſcuſſion. of a claim pretended-to be founded, on 
that conſtitution. If that empire be (as the noble 
Lord now repreſents it, and I believe truly) reſolved 


into anarchy, in which private force has confounded 
ublic- order, your own the prevailing power, your 


— 
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irectors thought it neither juſt nor prudent to let 
an individual ſervant, without your conſent, and in 
direct oppoſition to your intereſts, tay his hand on 


any part of the plunder which had been conquered at 


your charge, eſpecially on ſuch a part as places you 


in ſubjection where, in their judgment, you ought 


moſt to wiſh for independence. ik 

I muſt not diſmiſs the ſubject without taking notice 
of another tireumſtance which my Lord thinks à ma- 
terial ingredient in his title, and that is, thè ſuppoſed 
acquieſcehee of your Court of Directors, and, indeed, 


their confirmation, as he ſuppoſes, bij actual and re- 
T. ed payments to him of the revenue in queſtion. 
de 


I muſt acquaint the Proprietors (ſays he) that the 
rents of my Jaghire were regularly paid me during 
tc the time 7 was in Bengal; and ſince my return 
home, have been received by my attornies in Ben- 


cc gal, 


„ö 
et gal, and remitted to me as the fhips faifed from 
« thence in bills on the Company here, which were 
dc Always regularly paid without objection until 215 
ce laſt, when on the ſhips going out for Bengal, which 
«were the firſt that went out after the election on 
ee that voyage, I was given to underſtand that or- 
ce gers had been ſent to ſtop the payment of my Jag- 
4 hie,“ In another place' we are told, The firſt 
«-ftep my opponents took after the election, was to 
r er thei? ſervants abroad to ſtop the rents of my 
e eſtate in the Eaft=Indies; which they themſelves 
had regularly paid me for ſeveral years without ob- 
4 jection. Their motives for taking ſuch a ſtep, at 
% ſuch a time, are too obvious to be inſiſted on.“ 
The diſhonourable motives”: of the court of Diree- 
tors are in many other places inſiſted on, and in one 
pt ee dee are told, “ The vir 7 og Smeg, paid my 
©"Jaghtre ſo long without any objection, &c. one 
* mighe de at a loſs do conceive what foundation in 
reaſon there could be for the Directors ſending ſuch 
© order to Bengal.” | e ROT; | 
2 "What foundation in reaſon there was for _ | 
ſuch orders we have already ſeen. Perhaps you will 
ot think that any objections ſounded in reaſon to the 
lending ſuch orders ean be drawn from the payments 
thus repreſented as payments by the Company, and 
to the noble Lord, when you are told that thoſe 
| of tory were at firſt made by Lord Clive the prefi- 
ent of your council at Bengal, io Lord Clive the 
Omrah, and the 8 and ſince to Mr. Van- 
fittart the agent of that Omrah and Jaghiredar by Mr. 
Vanſittart the Preſident of your Council. As to the 
bills By which this money was remitted to England, 
drawn on the Company by their proper officer abroad, 


and paid by them without objection, it would be im- 


pertinent in me to be telling you that bills of ex- 
change do not particularize the nature of the confide- 
ration, and conſequently it would be a ridiculous ob- 
jection to the payment of the bills for the Company, 
to ſay, the money which you paid into our treaſury 
for thoſe bills was not your own, | 5 8 
ways | | FATE ue 


#46. 4 M68 8 
Such arguments as theſe you will probably think do 
not deſerve, an anſwer: but I have too much reſpe& 
for. the noble Lord who condeicends to uſe them to 
us over in ſilence any thing he thinks proper to 


| That re ſpect muſt be my apology for detaini ng you 
by a word or two more on the ſubſect of thoſe orders, 
which his Lordſhip chuſes to refer to a ſingle Director, 
though he well knew they were ſigned by twenty. 
Thoſe orders, his Lordſhip chules to ſuppoſe, proceed- 
ed from reſentment of his conduct at 4 leber election, 
and were meant by thoſe who gave them to deprive 
him of what they knew to be his property. With 
what propriety the ſubject- matter of the orders is call» 
ed his property we have conſidered, The letter he 
ites of Mr. Sulivan to Mr. Vanſittart imports, that 
© had it not been for him (Mr. Sulivan) the mcaſure 
* would have taken place years ago.” It was, then, 
in the opinion of the directors of former years a proper 
meaſure: Mr. Sulivan's reaſons fer employing his in- 
fluence to ſuſpend it, he told you himſelf at a general 
court, and they appeared to have a reaſonable '. mug 
tion in juſtice and attention to your intereſts. But to 
put the worſt conſtruction on his conduct, let us ſup- 
poſs his former oppoſition to the meaſure aroſe merely 
from his private friendſhip to my Lord, and that, the 
late election having. abated the, cordiality of that 
friendſliip, he oppoſed it no longer; his oppoſition to 
a proper ineaſure from ſuch a motive would have been 
matter of juſt imputation from you, or from me, but 
ſurely it would have been no impeachment of his 
Lordſhip's gratitude if he had left you or me to make 
it. In the fal paragraph of that letter which has been 
in vidiouſſy wreſted to another ſenſe, it is not eaſy to 
diſcover any thing more than the letter - writer's friend- 
ſhip and affection to his correſpondent, whole double 
relation to his Lordſhip and to the 8 could boy 
fail to embarraſs him on the receipt of theſe orders: 1 
that delicate fituation it is recommended to him with 
Equal Keep and prudence to follow the ſtrict line 
of the orders that ſhould be ſeat him. If that gentle- 


man, the ſingle director, as my Lord's friends affect 
5 BOG ee, e e ne 


r 
fo call him, if that gentleman's attachment to youp 
Intereſts would have given way to his ſuppoſed love of 
ower if he wauld have given himſelf leave to preſerve 
that power at your expence, many of you know, tis 
fit all of you ſhould know, that you and I might have 
ſpared qurſelves the trouble we are giving each other 
at this moment: upon thoſe terms he might have been 
Tpared a great deal of trouble, to which he has lately 
* CTTCTCCCCC es” 
Let us return from this digreffion — and here we 
_ Eloſe our ſecond head, having ſubmitted to your conſi- 
deration ſuch reaſons as ſeem to warrant this conclu- 
fion, that whichſoever alternative my Lord will finally 
abide by, whether he chuſes to ſuppoſe the Mogul 
conſtitution broken up and deſtroyed or {till ſubſiſting, 
. Either way his claim is equally invalid, and can neither 
be maintained on tl principles of that conſtitution 
nor on thoſe of this or any country, in which the du- 
ties and rights ariſing from the relation of a ſervant to 
his maſter, -or an eier to the prince, ſtate, or _ 
pany that employs him, have been at all recognized 
ergo. e | k 0 


* a . 


The laft conſideration,” which I propoſed to trou- 
ble you with, was the probable 1 of affirm+ 
Ing his claim in the manner it has been made: and 
Though this conſequence reſults ſtrongly from what has 
been ſaid, I think it important enough to preſent it as 


2 diſtinct article to your conſideration. 
Let not your ideas of the noble Lord's merit (for 
that he has merit, I never meant, it would be unjuſt 
to deny) influence you to give gratuitouſly what in 
point of juſtice there is clearly no right to demand. 
The pernicious conſequences to you will be beneficial 
to thoſe who have not that merit, moſt likely be ſo to 
thoſe who have no merit at all. So pernicious will 
thoſe conſequences. be, that if, in your opinion, the 
preſent condition of Bengal renders it abtolutely ne- 
geſſary you ſhould give his Lordſhip the trouble of an- 
other voyage to India, and your”own opulence or his 
| dignity iſpoſes you to deſire this favour upap terms 
of great advantage to him, reward him up to the vain- 
eſt ideas of his paſt ſervices or moſt romantic expecta- 
: | En, tion 


— 
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Noon of future; but let that not reward be your affirm- 
ance or acquieſcence in a claim, which, if it has in any 
Lis. your ſanction, may be fatal to the Company. 

To affirm his title to the thing he claims, is to 
eſtabliſh a principle, upon which every officer entruſted 
with the direction of your power in Hindoſtan will ſup- 
poſe himſelf authorized to employ that power in wake, 
ing private acquiſitions of money or land for his own 
benefit. To ſet the miſchief of this idea in the ſtrong- 
eſt light, imagine for a moment that you were now 
renters under your own ſervants, Mr. Vanſittart, & e. 
of all the lands you poſſeſs in India at half their annual 
value. Who is abſurd enough to endure that imagi- 
nation? And yet'there is as much reaſon for your-be- 
coming renters to thoſe gentlemen in that manner as 
for remaining ſo to the noble Lord; unleſs the circum- 
ſtanee of his having done without your leave or privi- 
ty what they likewiſe might have done, but did not, 
3 him a preference. Through thoſe gentlemen's 
ſtricter notions of their duty, you have eſcaped that 


danger; but does no danger remain? ' - 
Vou have a great force in India, Multitudes are 
continually erouding into your ſervice, It is the ob- 
ject of all the deſtitute, the avaritious, and the ambi- 
tious. Is this then the hour to hold out encourage» 
ment not to promote your mercantile intereſts, nor 
even to plan conqueſts with a view to your emolu- 
ment, but to foment ſuch ſort of war, and to wage it 
in ſuch manner, and to ſuch purpoſes, as will beſt ſerve 
to accumulate upon individuals riches unknown before 
in Europe? The miſchief will not be confined to your 
military department; the civil will catch the contagion. 
If your ſobereſt ſervants find themſelves encouraged by 
any precedent, to turn off their attention to the ac- 
| 1 by force or intrigue, of an influence among 
the country powers, with a view to derive from thence 
a private henefit, the means of doing this are fo open, 
the temptation fo ſtrong, that few will have the virtue 
to reſiſt it. Few can reſiſt the allurement of great for- 
tunes to be obtained without induſtry and without 
merit. Few will perſiſt in their deſtined drudgery in 
your ſervice, -with'a proſpect at the end of a long and 
a N 5 laboriquy - 


laborious: life of attaining ſcarce a hundredth part of 
che reward, which it is in their immediate power to 
ſcize3 and while other individuals are © in conſe- 
* quence of their ſucceſs. acquiring large eſtates, 
[They would learn to fear what the world would ſay, 
7. ſhould they come home and reſt upon the generoſi 
-< of the court of Directors. This country wil 
then ſwarm with Omrahs. Hindoſtan will be parcelled 
out into Jagh ires. Your trade will be neglected: your 
funds, until they are exhauſted, will be employed in 
acquiring and defending titles, in which you have no 
intereſt. Great men, and little ones who will ſoon be- 
come great, the hungry dependents and inſtruments of 
power, will he thus provided for; and a new ſource of 
influence to be employed in the weſt will be (if it is 
not already) ope in the eaſt. Such is your ſitua- 
tion; and this the moment to determine, CES you 
will check this inordinate luſt of gain, or indulge it. 
The 25 of the Company depends on the reſolution 
c X ET on we 495 
# After all, perhaps, upon cooler conſideration you 
will find the condition of your ſettlement is far from 
requiring this dangerous remedy. If Major Adams 
with a ſmall force could defeat the Nabob at the head 
of a powerful and numerous army, ſurely the ſame 
officer reinforced, as he will ſoon be, might be truſted 
to purſue his victory over the broken remains of that 
„ No F T3 7 9 1 
3 I ought not to conclude without requeſtin 
your indulgence to the inaccuracies unavoidable in 15 
haſt 2 compoſition, . You would have been troubled 
with theſe ſentiments much ſooner, if the noble Lord 
| had not told us at the general court, that it was nat 
his intention to refer this queſtion to your deciſion. 
The public intimation of his preſent intention in that 
reſpect is ſo recent, that it has hardly afforded tune 
to throw-them upon paper. The author flatters him» 
ſelf, you will find them ſuch as became a man con- 
cerned-for the honour and proſperity of the Company, 
and regardful of the relation this important branch of 
trade bears to the well-being of his country. If in 


_ expreſling them the noble Lord ſhould think his 1 
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duſt or his arguments treated with more freedom 
they ought, his example muſt be my excuſe. He will 


+ be. pleaſed to recollect, who it was that firſt brought 

e queſtion to the tribunal of the public, à queſſſon 
that on many accounts had been better reſerved to a2 
57522 


his Lordſhip's juſtioe, than e ſuppoſe he would w 
_ ” you to decide it without hearing all chat can be ſaid 
on both fides, not to mention that his letter expreſſes, 


4 # £8 
& . — 2 N R 5 0 
* - 9 - 
. 4 4 * 
| * WY IT , IFN I 
* 0 
: "ol 
» „ : 
„ : 
o * 


5 7 
8 * * » 
* i © 
W 4 128 
s 
"4 * * & oy 
* A by 
. a $ % 
K HS a al 
'.:% = 
r * 
; 7 __ 
4 
* * 
„ IJ \ _ 
* 1 J +, 
e 
* 4 ad 
: <Q 1 
7 
9 
* 


in various parts of it, a deſire to know what can be ob- 


jected xo a claim, which he thought ſo clear. It has 


been my aim to write with every degree of reſerve, 


and reſpect for his real merit, that can conſiſt with the 
opinion I entertain; that be that merit great as it may, 

it affords not an adequate retenſion to the thing he 
demands. To grace himſelf with infinite commenda- 


tion in every page of his letter was eſſential to his 
manner of arguir 


has taken in this and other publications with names, 


which ih my judgment the Company has every reaſon - / 
er into 


to hold dear, has not provoked me to go furth 
that ſort of diſeuſſion than my preſent ſubject requi- 
red. In this I claim ſome merit with his Lordſhip : 


It intitles me to expect, that if on ſome future occa- 


fion a fuller underſtanding of thoſe” pailages ſhould 
be requiſite, his Lordſhip with the greatneſs and libe- 
rality of a noble mind, will hold me excuſed in pur- 
ſuing that diſcuſſion, diſagreeable as it will be to me, 
à little further. N „ 5 


it was not a ſally of oſtentatidas 

e vanity, ” but really neceſſay to his Lordthip's ar- 
gument. To correct the exceſs of that argument, anal 
to ſet in a fairer and fuller light on the ſuhject Was / 
equally neceſſary to mine, The liberty his Lordſhip. 
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Second, ditto. 58. Wy 
Extract of a Letter From t the Governor and Counci "oY 
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. Seffion of Parliament ending in May, 1770. To which 
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from the Italian of Sig. Carlo Denina, Profeffor of Eloquence 
and Belles gr Was unn, of Turin, oy John Mux-- 
doch. Price: 
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